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Women on Subs Today

Today, more than 60 female officers and 300 female enlisted Sailors

are proudly serving in the Submarine Force! 
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Making a Fleet Impact

The Submarine Force is looking for the best and brightest female Sailors

for a career challenge in Submariners!
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Job Opportunities for Conversion
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Visit the Submarine Community webpage for more rating details

https://www.public.navy.mil/

Culinary Specialist (CSS)

Logistics Specialist (LSS)

Yeoman (YNS)

Information Systems 
Technician 

(ITS-EW and ITS-COMMS)

Missile Technician (MT)

Sonar Technician Submarines 
(STS)

Fire Control Technician (FT)

Machinist’s Mate Auxiliary 
(MMA)

Torpedoman’s Mate (TM)

Electronics Technician 
Navigation (ETV)

https://www.public.navy.mil/
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All non-nuclear personnel attend Basic Enlisted Submarine School (BESS)
7 Weeks in Groton, CT

Each rating has an A-school to attend for job-specific training
Various lengths in Groton, CT (except where listed)

Training Pipelines

Kings Bay, GA

Meridian, MS

Fort Lee, VA

# of weeks

CSS

YNS

LSS

MMA

TM

ETV

FT

STS

ITS

Meridian, MS

MT
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Submariners attend Basic Enlisted Submarine School (BESS) at Naval Submarine School prior to 

arrival onboard their ship.

• Sailors learn the basic theory behind the construction and operation of submarines including 

ships systems, organization and safety. 

• BESS prepares Sailors to pursue submarine qualifications upon initial assignment to an 

operational submarine. BESS also builds resilience and integrity which are cornerstones for all 

Submariners.

Naval Submarine School
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Every Submariner is a Damage-Controlman!
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How do we compare?
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Arleigh Burke Class DDGOhio Class Submarine

Crew Size

Ship Length

DDG 509 FT

SSBN 560 FT

DDG  275 Personnel 

SSBN 160 Personnel

The Submarine Force gets more done with less!

Our cohesive and well-trained crews operate with unmatched efficiency!  
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How do the platforms compare?

Characteristic SSBN SSGN VIRGINIA

Length: 560 feet 560 feet 377 feet

Beam: 42 feet 42 feet 34 feet

Draft: 38 feet 38 feet 32 feet

Speed: 20+ knots 20+ knots 20+ knots

Crew: 15 Officer

140 Enlisted

15 Officer

140 Enlisted

15 Officers

117 Enlisted

Hot Rack: No No Yes

Port Calls: No Yes Yes

Deployment Avg: 3 - 4 Months 3 - 5 Months 6 Months

Armament: 4 Torpedo tubes

24 SLBM tubes

4 Torpedo tubes

up to 154 Tomahawks

12 VLS tubes

4 Torpedo tubes
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Platform Opportunities
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8 SSGN crews in Kings Bay, GA 

and Bangor, WA are fully integrated

SSBN crews plan enlisted integration    

in Fiscal Year 2021

SSN crews plan enlisted integration in

Fiscal Year 2023
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Every Sailor is a 
critical member 
of the team for 
watchstanding
and damage 

control. 

Training, 
professional 

education, and 
qualifications 

are continuous.

Submarine 
special duty 

incentive pay :

$900 - $7200 
per year 

(based on rank and 
time of service)

Life on Submarines
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