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RMKS/1.  On 19 February 1945, American Sailors and Marines began one of the 
fiercest battles in our Nation's history.  Against determined resistance and 
under extraordinary conditions, they fought with relentless courage, 
unwavering commitment, and an unbreakable will to win.  The Battle of Iwo 
Jima stands as a testament to honor, sacrifice, and the fighting spirit that 
defines our Naval Service. 
 
2.  The fight for Iwo Jima lasted more than five weeks and proved decisive in 
the Pacific campaign.  The island's capture provided critical operational 
advantages that accelerated Allied victory. 
That victory came at a tremendous cost, secured by the grit, determination, 
and teamwork of Sailors and Marines fighting side by side. 
 
3.  We will forever honor the thousands who fought on Iwo Jima, many of whom 
made the ultimate sacrifice.  Twenty-seven Medals of Honor were awarded for 
actions during the battle, reflecting acts of conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity that remain unmatched in our history.  Their legacy reminds us 
that freedom is preserved by those willing to endure hardship, assume risk, 
and make sacrifices in defense of our Nation. 
 
4.  The spirit displayed at Iwo Jima remains central to how we prepare to 
fight and win.  Our Navy must be ready to operate decisively in contested 
environments, across all domains, and against determined adversaries.  This 
demands a force that is ready, lethal, resilient, and adaptable. 
 
5.  I encourage all commands to observe this anniversary with appropriate 
commemorative events, professional discussions, and reflections on our 
heritage.  Use this opportunity to educate the next generation of Sailors 
about the courage and sacrifice that shaped our Service and to reinforce the 
standards expected of those who wear the uniform today. 
 
6.  The flag raised over Mount Suribachi symbolized more than a battlefield 
victory - it symbolized resolve.  In the words of Fleet Admiral Chester 
Nimitz, "Uncommon valor was a common virtue." 
That resolve lives on in today's Navy.  As we honor the heroes of Iwo Jima, 
let us recommit ourselves to their example. 
 
7.  Built in the Foundry - Tempered in the Fleet - Forged to Fight. 
 
8.  ADM Daryl Caudle, 34th Chief of Naval Operations sends.// 
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