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RMKS/1.  From April 1 to June 22, 1945, American forces engaged in the final 
and bloodiest battle of the Pacific War:  the Battle of Okinawa.  Codenamed 
Operation ICEBERG, this 82-day campaign was the largest amphibious assault in 
the Pacific theater and a stark preview of the cost of invading mainland 
Japan.  As we commemorate the 81st anniversary, we honor the immense 
sacrifice of the Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines who fought and reflect on the 
brutal lessons in lethality that this battle imprinted upon our naval 
heritage. 
 
2.  The fight for Okinawa was a "typhoon of steel," a relentless clash 
against a deeply entrenched and fanatical enemy.  The Japanese defenders 
turned the island's rugged terrain into a fortress, fighting a brutal war of 
attrition from a labyrinth of caves and fortified ridges.  Simultaneously, 
our fleet endured the most intense kamikaze attacks of the war, a testament 
to the enemy's resolve and the terrifying nature of the fight.  More than 
12,000 Americans, including Army Lieutenant General Simon Bolivar Buckner 
Jr., the highest-ranking U.S. officer killed in the war, gave their lives to 
secure the island.  The victory at Okinawa was a clear demonstration of our 
military's overwhelming power, but it came at a staggering cost, underscoring 
the absolute necessity of decisive and overwhelming combat lethality. 
 
3.  The legacy of Okinawa lives in our Navy's Fighting Instructions today.  
It reminds us that deterrence is not abstract.  It is built on credible 
combat power, resilient logistics, hardened installations, and warfighters 
who are trained to win in combat. 
It is our duty to carry forward this legacy.  Let us remember the sacrifices 
made on the bloody ridges and in the waters off Okinawa by dedicating 
ourselves to mastering our craft, honing our warfighting skills, and ensuring 
our Navy remains the most lethal and dominant maritime force the world has 
ever known. 
 
4.  I encourage all commands to pause and reflect on the Battle of Okinawa, 
not only on the sacrifice but on the lessons.  Study the fight.  Internalize 
the cost.  And, recommit to building combat-credible forces that deliver our 
differentiated value to the Nation and the Joint Force.  The legacy forged on 
the ridges of Okinawa and in the waters offshore is the bedrock of our 
maritime power.  Our charge is clear: be ready - be lethal. 
 
5.  Built in the Foundry - Tempered in the Fleet - Forged to Fight. 
 



6.  Released by ADM Daryl Caudle, 34th Chief of Naval Operations and MCPON 
John Perryman, 17th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy. 
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