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RMKS/1.  The recipients of the 2025 Navy Public Affairs Awards (NPAA) for 
Leadership and Production Excellence are: 

a. MC of the Year:
MC1 Erickson Magno, USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7) 

b.MC of the Year (Reserve):
MC1 Brian Carson, Navy Reserve Joint Public Affairs Support Element

c.Bluejacket MC of the Year:
MCSN Jason Afable, Navy Medicine Readiness and Training Command, San Diego

d.Bluejacket MC of the Year (Reserve):
MCSN Tyranny Chartrand, Navy Reserve Public Affairs Support Element West

e.Junior PAO of the Year:
LT Brinn Hefron, Commander, Littoral Combat Ship Squadron ONE

f.Junior PAO of the Year (Reserve):
LTJG Andrew Park, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command / U.S. 5th 
Fleet 

g.Unit Public Affairs Representative of the Year:
LCDR Alicia Sacks, Navy Medicine Readiness and Training Command, Rota 

h.Civilian Public Affairs Specialist of the Year:
Robert Fluegel, Naval Information Forces

i.Navy Communicator of the Year:
MC2 August Clawson, Explosive Ordnance Disposal Group ONE

j.Navy Photographer of the Year:
MC2 Jackson Adkins, Explosive Ordnance Disposal Group TWO

k.Navy Civilian Photographer of the Year:
Wendy Hallmark, Puget Sound Naval Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance 
Facility 

l.Navy Writer of the Year:
MC1 Shayla Hamilton, U.S. Naval Support Activity Bahrain 

m.Navy Civilian Writer of the Year:
Jameson Crabtree, U.S. Naval Research Laboratory

n.Navy Graphic Designer of the Year:
MC2 Tajh Payne, USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78)

o.Navy Civilian Graphic Designer of the Year:
Leslie Tomaino, Navy Safety Command

2. The recipients of the 2025 Navy Public Affairs Awards in the Campaign
categories are:

a.Best in Show:



Commander, Naval Installation Command and War Media Activity, "CNIC Window 
Safety" 
    b.Deployment Excellence: 
Afloat Large Winner: USS Harry S. Truman (CVN 75), "USS Harry S. Truman 
Carrier Strike Group 2024-2025 Deployment" 
    c.Community Outreach: 
Shore Large Winner: Commander, Navy Region Hawaii, "Laulima Navy" 
Shore Small Winner: Naval Station Mayport, "School Liaison Program" 
    d.Special Event: 
Afloat Large Winner: USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72), "Los Angeles Chargers 
Flight Deck Practice Walkthrough" 
Shore Large Winner: Navy Strategic Systems Programs, "70th Anniversary Event 
Campaign" 
Shore Small Winner: Commander, Submarine Squadron FIFTEEN, "USS Minnesota 
(SSN 783) PVST HMAS STIRLING" 
    e.Internal Communication: 
Shore Large Winner: Naval Safety Command, "Motorcycle Safety Campaign Plan" 
Shore Small Winner: Naval Undersea Warfare Center Division, Newport, "2035 
Mastery of the Seas at All Depths" 
    f.Public Information: 
Afloat Large Winner: Commander, Strike Group THREE, "Northern Edge" 
Shore Large Winner: Commander, Naval Installation Command and War Media 
Activity, "CNIC Window Safety" 
Shore Small Winner: Navy Medicine Readiness and Training Command, Rota, 
"Public Health Information" 
 
3.  The recipients of the 2025 Navy Public Affairs Awards in the Unit 
categories are: 
    a.Print and Digital Publication: 
1st: "Naval Aviation News", Naval Air Systems Command 
2nd: "The Wolverine Weekly Digest", USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) 
3rd: "Salute", Puget Sound Naval Shipyard Honorable Mention: "Mech", Naval 
Safety Command Honorable Mention: "Primer", Explosive Ordnance Disposal Group 
TWO 
    b.Audio Production: 
1st: "NEWSCAST 10JUN25: AFN Sasebo FM Launch & USS Springfield Port Call", 
AFN Sasebo 
2nd: "Technically Speaking Podcast - Episode 29 - Wartime Technology 
Experiments Conducted at NIWC Atlantic", Naval Information Warfare Center 
Atlantic 
3rd: "New Year's Eve Party", AFN Sigonella Honorable Mention: "Saga Space and 
Science Center PROMO", AFN Sasebo 
    c.Video Production: 
1st: "From the Flight Deck to the Moon - Navy Astronaut Victor Glover", U.S. 
Navy Band 
2nd: "PNSY: You, too, are serving your country", Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
3rd: "CNREURAFCENT Security Feature", Navy Region Europe, Africa, Central 
Honorable Mention: "See Yourself in PhD - Corporate Operations", Naval 
Surface Warfare Center, Port Hueneme Division Honorable Mention: "2024 NAVAIR 
AIRWaves Year in Review", Naval Air Systems Command 
 
4.  The recipients of the 2025 Navy Public Affairs Awards in the Individual 
categories are: 
    a.Graphic Design-Layout & Design: 
1st: Naomi VanDuser, Office of Naval Intelligence 
2nd: MCSN Brianna Barnett, USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) 



3rd: MC2 Mariano Lopez, USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) Honorable Mention: 
Christopher Delano, Naval Medical Center Camp Lejeune Honorable Mention: MC2 
Tajh Payne, USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) 
    b.Graphic Design-Digital Art: 
1st: MC3 Brianna Bonilla, Naval Air Facility Atsugi 
2nd: MCSN Garret Nelson, USS George Washington (CVN 73) 
3rd: MC2 Mariano Lopez, USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) Honorable Mention: MC3 
Gladjimi Balisage, USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) 
    c.Graphic Design-Identity Design: 
1st: Wendy Jamieson, Naval Information Warfare Center Atlantic 
2nd: MC1 Naomi Johnson, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command / U.S. 5th Fleet 
3rd: Kristin Behrle, Naval Surface Warfare Center Carderock Division 
    d.Graphic Design-Animation: 
1st: MC2 Tajh Payne, USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) 
2nd: MC2 Randy Lucas, USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) 
3rd: Jovi Prevot, Naval Construction Battalion Center Gulfport 
    e.Graphic Design-Photo Illustration: 
1st: MCSN Nathan Sears, USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) 
2nd: MC2 Mariano Lopez, USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) 
3rd: Wendy Jamieson, Naval Information Warfare Center Atlantic 
    f.Photo-Feature: 
1st: MC2 Tajh Payne, USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) 
2nd: MC2 Miguel Santiago, USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) 
3rd: MC1 Drace Wilson, Naval Station Rota, Spain Honorable Mention: MC2 
Nettie Manfull, Expeditionary Strike Group THREE Honorable Mention: MC3 
Elyssia Rodriguez, USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) 
    g.Photo-News: 
1st: Melvin J. Gonzalvo, Commander, Navy Region Hawaii 
2nd: MC3 Jeadan Andre, USS America (LHA 6) 
3rd: MC1 Daniel Gaither, USS Boxer (LHD 4) Honorable Mention: MC2 Darian 
Lord, USS America (LHA 6) Honorable Mention: MC2 Geoffrey Ottinger, USS 
George Washington (CVN 73) 
    h.Photo-Photo Series: 
1st: MC2 Mariano Lopez, USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) 
2nd: MC2 Jayden Brown, USS Geroge H.W. Bush (CVN 77) 
3rd: MC2 Nettie Manfull, Expeditionary Strike Group THREE Honorable Mention: 
MC3 Nathan Huang, USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7) 
    i.Photo-Portrait: 
1st: MC3 Andrew Eggert, Navy Public Affairs Support Element East 
2nd: MC2 Mariano Lopez, USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78) 
3rd: MC2 Geoffrey Ottinger, USS George Washington (CVN 73) Honorable Mention: 
Braden Bourque, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard Honorable Mention: MC3 Tyler Miles, 
USS Boxer (LHD 4) 
    j.Video Story: 
1st: Austin Rooney, Office of the Secretary of the Navy 
2nd: Branden Bourque, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
3rd: MC2 August Clawson, Explosive Ordnance Disposal Group ONE Honorable 
Mention: MC2 John Miller, Fleet Public Affairs Center, San Diego Honorable 
Mention: MC2 Ryan Brown, AFN Rota 
    k.Video-Multimedia Product: 
1st: Leonard Pieton, U.S. Naval Research Laboratory 
2nd: MCC Eric Brown, U.S. Navy Band 
3rd: MC2 Tyler Crowley, USS George Washington (CVN 73) 
    l.Video-Video Series: 
1st: Mikel Lauren Proulx, Naval Air Systems Command 
    m.Video-Video Spot: 
1st: MC2 Jacob Van Amburg, War Media Activity 



2nd: Austin Rooney, Office of the Secretary of the Navy 
3rd: William Busby, Joint Region Marianas Honorable Mention: MC2 Tyler 
Crowley, USS George Washington (CVN 73) Honorable Mention: MC1 Haydn Smith, 
Commander, Navy Region Europe, Africa, Central 
    n.Video-B-Roll: 
1st: MC2 Geoffrey Ottinger, USS George Washington (CVN 73) 
2nd: MC1 Jerome Johnson, Fleet Public Affairs Center San Diego 
3rd: MC3 Christopher Mazuca, Navy Public Affairs Support Element East, 
Detachment Europe Honorable Mention: MC2 Gladjimi Balisage, USS Gerald R. 
Ford (CVN 78) Honorable Mention: MC1 Gregory Johnson, Commander, Destroyer 
Squadron FIFTEEN 
    o.Writing-Commentary: 
Honorable Mention: Douglas Stutz, Naval Hospital Bremerton / Navy Medicine 
Readiness and Training Command Bremerton 
    p.Writing-Blog Post: 
1st: MCC Justin Stumberg, 22nd Naval Construction Regiment 
    q.Writing-Feature Story: 
1st: MC2 Julianna Lynch, Commander, Naval Air Force Atlantic 
2nd: LT Isabel Shaw, Information Warfare Training Command Virginia Beach 
3rd: Christopher Jones, Naval Hospital Twentynine Palms Honorable Mention: 
MC2 Jackson Adkins, Explosive Ordnance Disposal Group TWO Honorable Mention: 
Meredith Hagen, Naval Information Warfare Center Atlantic 
    r.Writing-Information: 
1st: LT Martin Carey, Explosive Ordnance Disposal Group TWO 
2nd: Alisha Tyler, Naval Surface Warfare Center Carderock Division 
3rd: MC1 Brandon Roberson, Commander, U.S. Third Fleet Honorable Mention: MC2 
Alexa Trafton, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 11 Honorable Mention: MC1 
Shayla Hamilton, Naval Support Activity Bahrain 
    s.Writing-Photojournalism: 
1st: MC2 Travis Decker, Naval Medical Forces Atlantic 
2nd: MC2 Nicholas Russell, Commander, Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet 
3rd: MC2 Miguel Santiago, USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) Honorable 
Mention: MC2 Sophia Bumps, Commander, Fleet Activities Sasebo Honorable 
Mention: MC2 Christopher Sypert, Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet 
 
5.  Letters/plaques/awards for the winners are forthcoming. General judge 
feedback by category is available on the CHINFO Chart Room: 
https://flankspeed.sharepoint-
mil.us/sites/SECNAV_CHINFO/SitePages/ChinfoHome.aspx.  
 
6.  Congratulations to all commands and individuals who participated in this 
awards program. Your hard work and superb efforts have made your public 
affairs programs outstanding examples to emulate. Bravo Zulu! 
 
7.  Released by RDML J. A. Robinson III, Chief of Information.// 
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