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This Summary of Changes provides a brief description of changes made to Navy Uniform 

Regulations (NAVPERS 15665I) since the last update of 14 May 2021.  The changes 

identified in this summary reflect corrections of noted policy verbiage discrepancies found 

within NAVPERS 15665I, policy changes announced via NAVADMIN 183/21, and the 

reissuance of NAVPERS 15665I to NAVPERS 15665J.  For specific details of changes, please 

refer to the noted chapters, sections and articles below.  

 

Updates to Navy Uniform Regulations contained in this summary of changes include: 

 

 Male Grooming (earrings, beards and hair) 

 Female Grooming (hair) 

 Male and female head coverings  

 Prescription Glasses and Sunglasses Authorized Wear 

 Jewelry (Wristwatches, Smartwatches, Fitness Tracker and Bracelets) 

 Identification Markings (accents) 

 Female Dress Shoes 

 Male Swimwear 

 Command-at-Sea and Command Ashore/Project Manager Insignia Occasion for Wear 

 Identification Badges Manner and Occasion for Wear 

 NWU Shoulder Patches Manner and Occasion for Wear 

 Clarification of ribbons/medals manner of wear on uniforms with breast pockets. 

 

UPDATES TO NAVY UNIFORM REGULATIONS 

 

1.  Chapter 2, Section 2, Article 2201.6.b.1 

 

Deleted: 
 
b. Earrings  

(1) Men.  Not authorized while in uniform. Additionally, earrings are not authorized in 

civilian attire when in a duty status or while in/aboard any ship, craft, aircraft, or in any 

military vehicle or within any base or other place under military jurisdiction, or while 

participating in any organized military recreational activities.  When considered appropriate 

by the prescribing authority under article 7201.2, earrings may be prohibited while in 

foreign countries. 

 

Added: 

b. Earrings  

(1) Men.  Not authorized while in uniform or in civilian attire when in a duty status.  

Earrings may be worn with civilian clothing while in a leave or liberty status on or off 

military installation and when travelling in a government vehicle, or while participating in 

any organized military recreational activities ashore unless otherwise prohibited by 

prescribing authority.  When considered appropriate by the prescribing authority under 

article 7201.2, earrings may be prohibited while in foreign countries. 
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2.  Chapter 2, Section 2, Article 2201.1 

 
Deleted: 
 
1.  HAIR 

  

  a. Men.  Keep hair neat, clean and well groomed.  Hair above the ears and 

around the neck shall be tapered from the lower natural hairline upwards at least 3/4 inch 

and outward not greater than 3/4 inch to blend with hairstyle.  Hair on the back of the neck 

must not touch the collar.  Hair shall be no longer than four inches and may not touch the 

ears, collar, extend below eyebrows when headgear is removed, show under front edge of 

headgear, or interfere with properly wearing military headgear.  The bulk of the hair shall 

not exceed approximately two inches. Bulk is defined as the distance that the mass of hair 

protrudes from the scalp.  Hair coloring must look natural and present a complementary 

appearance.  Multicolored hair styles are not authorized.  The unique quality and texture of 

curled, waved, and straight hair are recognized, and in some cases the 3/4 inch taper at the 

back of the neck may be difficult to attain.  In those cases hair must present a graduated 

appearance and may combine the taper with a line at the back of the neck. One (cut, 

clipped or shaved) natural, narrow, fore and aft part is authorized.  Varying hairstyles, 

including afro, are permitted if these styles meet the criteria of maximum length and bulk, 

tapered neck and sides, and do not interfere with properly wearing military 

headgear.  Plaited or braided hair shall not be worn while in uniform or in a duty 

status.  Keep sideburns neatly trimmed and tailored in the same manner as the 

haircut.  Sideburns shall not extend below a point level with the middle of the ear, shall be 

of even width (not flared) and shall end with a clean shaven horizontal line.  Figure 2-2-1. 

"Muttonchops", "ship's captain", or similar grooming modes are not authorized. 

 

  b. Women.  This policy applies to female Sailors while wearing the Navy 

uniform and when wearing civilian clothes in the performance of duty.   

   (1) Acceptable Hairstyle Criteria.  Hairstyles and haircuts shall present 

a professional and balanced appearance.  Appropriateness of a hairstyle shall be evaluated 

by its appearance when headgear is worn.  All headgear shall fit snugly and comfortably 

around the largest part of the head without distortion or excessive gaps.  Hairstyles will not 

interfere with the proper wearing of headgear, protective masks or equipment.  When 

headgear is worn, hair shall not show from under the front of the headgear.  Hair is not to 

protrude from the opening in the back of the ball cap, except when wearing a bun or 

ponytail hairstyle.  All buns and ponytails shall be positioned on the back of the head to 

ensure the proper wearing of all headgear.  

 

Lopsided and extremely asymmetrical hairstyles are not authorized.  Angled hairstyles will 

have no more than a 1-1/2 inch difference between the front and the back length of 

hair.  Layered hairstyles are authorized provided layers present a smooth and graduated 

appearance.  
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Hair length, when in uniform, may touch, but not fall below a horizontal line level with the 

lower edge of the back of the collar.  With jumper uniforms, hair may extend a maximum of 

1-1/2 inches below the top of the jumper collar.  Long hair, including braids, shall be neatly 

fastened, pinned, or secured to the head. When bangs are worn, they shall not extend 

below the eyebrows.  Hair length shall be sufficient to prevent the scalp from being readily 

visible (with the exception of documented medical conditions).   

Hair bulk (minus the bun) as measured from the scalp will not exceed 2 inches.  Figure 2-2-

2.  The bulk of the bun shall not exceed 3 inches when measured from the scalp and the 

diameter of the bun will not exceed or extend beyond the width of the back of the 

head.  Loose ends must be tucked in and secured.  

Hair, wigs, or hair extensions/pieces must be of a natural hair color (i.e. blonde, brunette, 

brown, red, gray, or black).  Hair extensions/pieces must match the current color of 

hair.  Wigs, hairpieces and extensions shall be of such quality and fit so as to present a 

natural appearance and conform to the grooming guidelines listed herein.  Tints and 

highlights shall result in natural hair colors and be similar to the current base color of the 

hair. 

   (2) Hairstyles.  Hairstyles shall not detract from a professional 

appearance in uniform.  Styles with shaved portions of the scalp (other than the neckline), 

those with designs cut, braided, or parted into the hair, as well as dyed using unnatural 

colors are not authorized.  The unique quality and texture of curled, waved and straight hair 

are recognized.  All hairstyles must minimize scalp exposure.  While this list shall not be 

considered all inclusive, the following hairstyles are authorized.  

 

Added: 

a.  Men.  Keep hair neat, clean and well groomed (combed or brushed).  Hairstyles and 

haircuts will present a balanced professional military appearance. Hairstyles/haircuts worn 

while in uniform or in a duty status will meet the criteria outlined in this paragraph.  When 

wearing the uniform or in a duty status, hairstyles/haircuts will have hair off the ears and 

above the collar.  Hair will be no more than 2 inches in bulk, 4 inches in length and not to 

extend below the eyebrows when headgear is removed or show underneath when headwear 

is worn.  Bulk is defined as the distance that the mass of hair protrudes from the scalp.  

Hairstyles worn in uniform will not interfere with the wearing of all uniform covers or the 

proper wearing of safety equipment.  Hairstyles with hair above the ears and around the 

neck will be tapered from the lower natural hairline upwards at least 3/4 inch and outward 

not greater than 3/4 inch to blend with longer hair. Hair coloring must look 

natural.  Multicolored hair is not authorized.  The unique quality and texture of curled, 

waved, and straight hair are recognized, and in some cases the 3/4 inch taper at the back 

of the neck may be difficult to attain.  In all cases, hair must present a graduated 

appearance from the hairline upward.  Tapers may include a straight, blocked or round edge 

line at the back of the neck.  One cut, clipped, shaved or natural narrow, fore and aft part, 
no longer than 4 inches in length and no more than 1/8th inch in width is 

authorized.  Varying hairstyles, including flat top, bald/shaved heads, high and tight, hi-top 

and low-top fades, afros, and other styles are examples of authorized hairstyles.   Plaited, 

braided, locks, twists, faux hawk hairstyles or hairstyles similar in appearance are examples 

of unauthorized hairstyles in uniform or in a duty status.  Sideburns worn will be neatly 
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trimmed and tailored in the same manner as the haircut.  The hair length of the sideburns 

will not exceed the hair length where it intersects with the haircut.   Sideburns will not 

extend below a point level with the middle of the ear, will be of even width (not flared) and 

will end with a clean shaven horizontal line.  Sideburns are not authorized with bald 

hairstyles Figure 2-2-1 refers. "Muttonchops", "ship's captain", or similar grooming modes 

are not authorized. 

 

b.  Women.  This policy applies to female Sailors while wearing the Navy uniform and when 

wearing civilian clothes in the performance of duty.   

 

(1)  Acceptable Hairstyle Criteria.  Hairstyles will not detract from a professional military 

appearance in uniform.  Hairstyles and haircuts will present a balanced professional military 

appearance.  Appropriateness of a hairstyle will be evaluated by its appearance when 

headgear is worn.  All headgear will fit snugly and comfortably around the largest part of 

the head without distortion or excessive gaps.  Hairstyles will not interfere with the proper 

wearing of headgear, protective masks or equipment.  When headgear is worn, hair will not 

show from under the front of the headgear.  Hair is not to protrude from the opening in the 

back of the ball cap, except when wearing a bun or ponytail hairstyle.  All buns and 

ponytails will be positioned on the back of the head to ensure the proper wearing of all 

headgear. 

  

(2) Lopsided and extremely asymmetrical hairstyles are not authorized.  Angled hairstyles 

will have no more than a 1-1/2 inch difference between the front and the back length of 

hair.  Layered hairstyles are authorized provided layers present a smooth and graduated 

appearance.  

 

(3) Hair length, when in uniform, may touch, but not fall below a horizontal line level with 

the lower edge of the back of the collar.  With jumper uniforms, hair may extend a 

maximum of 1-1/2 inches below the top of the jumper collar.  Long hair, including braids, 

will be neatly fastened, pinned, or secured to the head. When bangs are worn, they will not 

extend below the eyebrows.  Hair length will be sufficient to prevent the scalp from being 

readily visible (with the exception of documented medical conditions). 

 

(4) Hair bulk (minus the bun) as measured from the scalp will not exceed 2 inches.  Figure 

2-2-2 refers.  The bulk of the bun will not exceed 3 inches when measured from the scalp 

and the diameter of the bun will not exceed or extend beyond the width of the back of the 

head.  Loose ends must be tucked in and secured. 

 

(5)  Hair, wigs, or hair extensions/pieces must be of a natural hair color (i.e. blonde, 

brunette, brown, red, gray, or black).  Hair extensions/pieces must match the current color 

of hair.  Wigs, hairpieces and extensions will be of such quality and fit so as to present a 

natural appearance and conform to the grooming guidelines listed herein.  Tints and 

highlights will result in natural hair colors and be similar to the current base color of the 

hair. 

 

(6) Very short length hairstyles will not exceed two inches in bulk and four inches in length 

anywhere on the head.  Very short length hairstyles may also include a taper at the back 

and side of the head and one straight fore and aft hard part.  The lower edge of tapers may 

be rounded, squared or shapeless.  Tapers will extend from the lower hairline at the back 

and side of the head upward to facilitate gradual blending with longer hair lengths.  Hard 

parts are optional and will not exceed four inches in length and one-eighth of an inch in 

width.  One hard part may be edged, shaved or clipped on the left or right side of the head, 

https://www.mynavyhr.navy.mil/References/US-Navy-Uniforms/Uniform-Regulations/Chapter-2/2201-Personal-Appearance/#fig 2-2-1
https://www.mynavyhr.navy.mil/References/US-Navy-Uniforms/Uniform-Regulations/Chapter-2/2201-Personal-Appearance/#fig 2-2-2
https://www.mynavyhr.navy.mil/References/US-Navy-Uniforms/Uniform-Regulations/Chapter-2/2201-Personal-Appearance/#fig 2-2-2
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positioned above the temple, but no higher than the crown of the head (approximate area 

where the side and top of the head meet).  Bald hairstyles (razor cut or shaved short) 

remain unauthorized except in the case of medically prescribed treatments and required 

care.  Styles with shaved portions of the scalp (other than the neckline), those with designs 

cut, braided, or parted into the hair, as well as dyed using unnatural colors are not 

authorized.  The unique quality and texture of curled, waved and straight hair are 

recognized.  While this list will not be considered all inclusive, the following hairstyles are 

authorized. 

 

3.  Chapter 2, Section 2, Article 2201.2 

 
Deleted: 

 
 2.  SHAVING AND MUSTACHES (Men).  The face shall be clean shaven unless a 

shaving waiver is authorized by the Commanding Officer per BUPERSINST 1000.22 or a 

religious accommodation has been granted per BUPERSINST 1730.11.  Mustaches are 

authorized but shall be kept neatly and closely trimmed.  No portion of the mustache shall 

extend below the lip line of the upper lip.  It shall not go beyond a horizontal line extending 

across the corners of the mouth and no more than 1/4 inch beyond a vertical line drawn 

from the corner of the mouth.  The length of an individual mustache hair fully extended 

shall not exceed approximately 1/2 inch.  Figure 2-2-1.  Handlebar mustaches, goatees, 

beards or eccentricities are not permitted.  If a shaving waiver is authorized per 

BUPERSINST 1000.22 or BUPERSINST 1730.11, no facial/neck hair shall be shaved, 

manicured, styled or outlined nor exceed 1/4 inch in length.  Supervisors of individuals 

with medical shaving waivers shall actively monitor and ensure treatment regimen 

is followed.  The following personnel are not authorized to wear any facial hair except 

when medical waivers or religious accommodation have been granted:  

  a. Brig prisoners. 

  b. Brig awardees. 

   c. Personnel in a disciplinary hold status (i.e., who are serving restriction or 

hard labor without confinement or extra duties as a result of a court-martial or NJP). 

  d. Personnel assigned to a transient personnel unit who are awaiting 

separation: 

   (1) By reason of a court-martial sentence. 

   (2) To benefit the service (MILPERSMAN 1910-164). 

   (3) Pursuant to the recommendation or waiver of an administrative 

discharge board, for misconduct (MILPERSMAN 1910-140).  

 

Added: 

2. Men.  SHAVING AND MUSTACHES.  The face will be clean shaven unless a shaving waiver 

is authorized by the Commanding Officer per BUPERSINST 1000.22 or a religious 

https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/reference/instructions/BUPERSInstructions/Documents/1000.22B.pdf
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accommodation has been granted per BUPERSINST 1730.11.  Mustaches are authorized but 

will be kept neatly and closely trimmed.  No portion of the mustache will extend below the 

lip line of the upper lip.  It will not go beyond a horizontal line extending across the corners 

of the mouth and no more than 1/4 inch beyond a vertical line drawn from the corner of the 

mouth.  The length of an individual mustache hair fully extended will not exceed 

approximately 1/2 inch.  (Figure 2-2-1) refers.  Handlebar mustaches, goatees, beards, 

beneath the lower lip or chin hair are not permitted.  If a shaving regimen or waiver is 

authorized per BUPERSINST 1000.22 or BUPERSINST 1730.11, beards will be properly 

groomed (clean and combed or brushed).  The outer edges of the beard on the face or neck 

area may be optionally outlined/edged.  Outlining, edging or shaping the beard is defined as 

light clipping or trimming of hair at the very outer edges of the beard to give a shaped 

appearance. If outlining results in skin irritation discontinue edging the beard.  Beards will 

not exceed 1/4 inch in length unless expressly granted per religious accommodation waiver.  

Supervisors of individuals with medical shaving waivers will actively monitor and 

ensure treatment regimen is followed. The following personnel are not authorized to 

wear any facial hair except when medical waivers or religious accommodation have been 

granted:  

  a. Brig prisoners. 

  b. Brig awardees. 

   c. Personnel in a disciplinary hold status (i.e., who are serving restriction or 

hard labor without confinement or extra duties as a result of a court-martial or NJP). 

  d. Personnel assigned to a transient personnel unit who are awaiting 

separation: 

   (1) By reason of a court-martial sentence. 

   (2) To benefit the service (MILPERSMAN 1910-164). 

   (3) Pursuant to the recommendation or waiver of an administrative 

discharge board, for misconduct (MILPERSMAN 1910-140). 

 

4.  Chapter 2, Section 1, Article 2101.3.d 

 

Deleted: 
 
d. Glasses 

 (1) Prescription Glasses. While in uniform, prescription glasses worn will not present 

a uniform distraction.  Prescription glasses that distract from a professional military 

appearance are not permitted.  Retainer straps are authorized for FOD prevention and 

safety only. If retainer straps are required, they shall be plain, black and worn snugly 

against the back of the head.  

 (2) Sunglasses.  Conservative sunglasses are permitted, except in military 

formations.  Retainer straps are authorized for FOD prevention and safety only.  If retainer 

straps are required, they shall be plain, black and worn snugly against the back of the 

head.  
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Added: 

d. Glasses 

 (1) Prescription Glasses. When in uniform, prescription glasses will be conservative 

and not present a uniform distraction.  Authorized frame colors include silver/grey, black, 

navy blue, brown, gold, clear or translucent.  Frame colors may also consist of a 

combination of two authorized colors to include framing that holds the lens in place.  Lens 

will be clear.  Prescription glasses with transitional lenses, except in military formations are 

authorized. The lenses must be black, brown, dark green or dark grey when transitioned.  

When medically prescribed by appropriate military physicians, other tints are authorized per 

written medical documentation and prescription.  Retainer straps are authorized for FOD 

prevention and safety and will be black in color.  If retainer straps are required, they will be 

worn snugly against the back of the head.  When not in use, eyeglasses will not be worn on 

top of the head or hanging around or off the neck. 

 (2) Sunglasses.  When in uniform and outdoors, conservative sunglasses are 

permitted, except in military formations.  Authorized sunglasses will have solid frames that 

may be silver/gray, black, brown, navy blue, tan, gold, dark green or dark grey in color.  

Small logos on frames or lenses are authorized.  Sunglasses worn in uniform will not 

present a uniform distraction.  Lens will be non-mirrored black, brown, dark green or dark 

grey.  Retainer straps are authorized for FOD prevention and safety, will be black in color 

and worn snugly against the head.  When not in use sunglasses will not be worn on top of 

the head or hanging around or off the neck. 

 

5.  Chapter 2, Section 2, Article 2201.6.e 

Deleted: 
 
e. Bracelets.  While in uniform, bracelets shall be conservative. Bracelets that distract from 

the professional military appearance of the individual in uniform are not authorized.  

Bracelets may consist of natural metals or fabricated materials (i.e., plastic, wood, silicone) 

and may be gold, silver, copper, grey, tan, brown, black, white, or light pink in color.  Only 

one bracelet may be worn while in uniform.  Ankle bracelets in uniform are not 

authorized.  Bracelets shall not present a uniform distraction, safety or FOD hazard. 

 
f. Wristwatch.  While in uniform, wristwatches shall be conservative. Wristwatches that 

distract the professional military appearance of the individual in uniform are not 

authorized.  Only one watch and one bracelet may be worn simultaneously (one on each 

wrist) while in uniform. 
 

Added: 

e. Bracelets.  While in uniform, bracelets will be conservative.  Bracelets that distract from 

the professional military appearance of the individual in uniform are not authorized.  

Bracelets may consist of natural metals or fabricated materials (i.e., plastic, wood, silicone) 

and may be solid black, brown, dark green, grey, navy blue, tan, white, copper, gold and 
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silver only.  Only one bracelet may be worn while in uniform.  When wearing a bracelet, a 

wristwatch/smartwatch or fitness tracker is not authorized on the same wrist as the 

bracelet.  Ankle bracelets in uniform are not authorized.  Bracelets will not present a safety 

or FOD hazard. 

 

f. Wristwatch/Smartwatch/Fitness Tracker. While in uniform, wristwatches/smartwatches 

and fitness trackers will be conservative and not present a uniform distraction.  Only one 

wristwatch/smartwatch or fitness tracker and one bracelet may be worn simultaneously 

(one on each wrist) while in uniform.  Smartwatches and fitness trackers are subject to 

applicable security regulations.  Authorized watch and fitness tracker colors when in uniform 

are solid black, brown, dark green, grey, navy blue, tan, white, copper, gold (metal), silver 

(metal), gold and silver combination (metal) only. 

 

 

6.  Chapter 3, Section 1, Article 3101.5.b 

 
Deleted: 

 
b.   Embroidery.  Embroidered letters on Navy coveralls will be approximately 3/4 inch 

high blocked letters.  Nametapes will match the color and fabric of the uniform component 

being worn.  Length of nametapes will be equal to the width of the pocket  Nametapes 

(refer to article 3501.18) will be embroidered in gold for officers and CPOs and silver for E1-

E6 Sailors except for Navy Working Uniforms. 

 
Added: 

 
b.   Embroidery.  Embroidered letters on Navy coveralls will be approximately 3/4 inch 

high blocked letters.  Nametapes will match the color and fabric of the uniform component 

being worn.  Length of nametapes will be equal to the width of the pocket  Nametapes 

(refer to article 3501.18) will be embroidered in gold for officers and CPOs and silver for E1-

E6 Sailors except for Navy Working Uniforms.  The use of name accents is authorized. 

 

7.  Chapter 3, Section 5, Article 3501.18 

 

Deleted: 
 

Ownership Markings. On the waistband inside front at the right of center line.  Also, owner’s 

last name shall be embroidered on a name tape, centered approximately 1/4 inch above the 

right front pocket (measured from the bottom of the lettering to the top stitch of the 

pocket). 

 

Added: 
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Ownership Markings. On the waistband inside front at the right of center line.  Also, owner’s 

last name will be embroidered on a name tape, centered approximately 1/4 inch above the 

right front pocket (measured from the bottom of the lettering to the top stitch of the 

pocket).  The use of name accents is authorized. 

 

8.  Chapter 3, Section 6, Article 3603.10.c 

 
Deleted: 
 
c. Ownership Markings.  Last name, first initial and middle initial (if applicable), on label 

provided inside the parka.  A nametape shall be worn on the right shoulder pocket flap of 

the NWU Type III Parka.  The wearer's surname will be embroidered in approximately three 

fourths of an inch block letters (ALL) on a NWU Type III matching pattern fabric strip 

approximately one and one fourth inch wide.  The nametape shall be sewn centered and 

flush on the sleeve pocket flap, one fourth of an inch above the bottom of the flap. 

Added: 

 
c. Ownership Markings.  Last name, first initial and middle initial (if applicable), on label 

provided inside the parka.  A nametape will be worn on the right shoulder pocket flap of the 

NWU Type III Parka.  The wearer's surname will be embroidered in approximately three 

fourths of an inch block letters (ALL) on a NWU Type III matching pattern fabric strip 

approximately one and one fourth inch wide.  The use of name accents is authorized.  The 

nametape will be sewn centered and flush on the sleeve pocket flap, one fourth of an inch 

above the bottom of the flap. 

 

9.  Chapter 3 Section 6 Article 3603.15 

Deleted: 
 

Identification markings will be embroidered in approximately 3/4 inch block letters on 

approximately 1-1/4 inch wide fabric strips. Names exceedingly long can be embroidered in 

approximately 1/2 inch letters. Markings will be embroidered in black for E1-O10. Proper 

locations of fabric strips are as follows:  

a. NWU shirt: 

  

(1) Wearer's surname will be sewn centered above and flush with the top of the 

wearer's right shirt pocket. 

 

 (2) "U.S. NAVY" will be sewn centered above and flush with the top of the wearer's 

left shirt pocket. 

 

 (3) Rating badges will not be worn or stenciled on the NWU. 

 

 (4) Authorized (current assignment) Force or command/unit patch may be worn on 

the wearer's right breast pocket. The size of the patch shall not exceed 3 to 3-1/2 inches in 

length/width/diameter. When worn, the patch will be sewn centered on the pocket below 

the pocket flap to allow for easy removal and minimum expense. 
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 (5) Authorized Navy certified subdued matching NWU Type II/III pattern Don’t Tread 

On Me (DTOM) and Reverse U.S. Flag (Reverse Flag) patches may be worn on the wearer’s 

left and left right upper arm pocket flap respectively. The optional wear of an embroidered 

command/unit shoulder patch is authorized for daily wear in nontactical environments. The 

command/unit logo shoulder patch may be worn on the left shoulder pocket flap of the NWU 

Type II/III in lieu of the Don’t Tread On Me (DTOM) shoulder patch. Simultaneous wear of 

the command/unit logo patch and the right breast command logo patch is not authorized. 

Simultaneous wear of the DTOM shoulder patch and right breast command/unit logo patch 

is authorized. The command/unit shoulder patch will be two and one-quarter inches by four 

inches in dimension with subdued matching NWU color embroidered logo and lettering. 

Command/unit logo shoulder patches are considered optional personal purchase items and 

are not mandatory for wear or possession. The design of command/unit logo patches must 

be approved by the unit Commanding Officer. 

 

(6) Fabric pull on/off rank insignia tabs shall be worn by E4 and above personnel on 

the parka/shirt chest pull tab as follows: 

 

(i) Officers, with the exception of vice admirals and admirals, will wear a slip-on version of 

the regular size embroidered grade insignia. When wearing the eagle insignia, eagle faces to 

the wearer's right. Vice admirals and admirals will wear a slightly smaller size insignia to 

accommodate the insignia's proper fit on the tab. The stars will be stacked vertically point to 

center. Per paragraph 3603.12(f), all Chaplains are authorized to wear their Chaplain Corps 

Staff insignia above their grade. 

 

(ii) Master, Senior, and Chief Petty Officers will wear a slip-on version of the 1-1/4 inch 

embroidered cap device on the tab. 

 

(iii) First, Second, and Third Class Petty Officers will wear a slip-on version of the 

appropriate embroidered petty officer cap device on the tab. The eagle faces to the wearer's 

right. 

 

(iv) Rating specialty insignias and staff corps devices (with the exception of Navy Chaplains 

Staff Corps insignia) are not authorized to be worn on the NWU Type II/III.  
 

b. NWU Trousers: The wearer's surname will be sewn centered above and flush with the top 

of the right rear trouser pocket. 

 

c. NWU Parka: Fabric pull on/off rank insignia tabs shall be worn by E4 and above personnel 

on the parka's chest pull tab as described in3603.15.a.(6). 
 

Added: 

Identification markings will be embroidered in approximately 3/4 inch block letters on 

approximately 1-1/4 inch wide fabric strips. Names exceedingly long can be embroidered in 

approximately 1/2 inch letters. Markings will be embroidered in black for E1-O10. Proper 

locations of fabric strips are as follows:  

a. NWU shirt: 

  

(1) Wearer's surname will be sewn centered above and flush with the top of the 

wearer's right shirt pocket.  The use of name accents is authorized. 
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 (2) "U.S. NAVY" will be sewn centered above and flush with the top of the wearer's 

left shirt pocket. 

 

 (3) Rating badges will not be worn or stenciled on the NWU. 

 

 (4) Authorized (current assignment) Force or command/unit patch may be worn on 

the wearer's right breast pocket. The size of the patch will not exceed 3 to 3-1/2 inches in 

length/width/diameter. When worn, the patch will be sewn centered on the pocket below 

the pocket flap to allow for easy removal and minimum expense. 

 

 (5) Authorized Navy certified subdued matching NWU Type II/III pattern Don’t Tread 

On Me (DTOM) and Reverse U.S. Flag (Reverse Flag) patches may be worn on the wearer’s 

left and left right upper arm pocket flap respectively. The optional wear of an embroidered 

command/unit shoulder patch is authorized for daily wear in nontactical environments. The 

command/unit logo shoulder patch may be worn on the left shoulder pocket flap of the NWU 

Type II/III in lieu of the Don’t Tread On Me (DTOM) shoulder patch. Simultaneous wear of 

the command/unit logo patch and the right breast command logo patch is not authorized. 

Simultaneous wear of the DTOM shoulder patch and right breast command/unit logo patch 

is authorized. The command/unit shoulder patch will be two and one-quarter inches by four 

inches in dimension with subdued matching NWU color embroidered logo and lettering. 

Command/unit logo shoulder patches are considered optional personal purchase items and 

are not mandatory for wear or possession. The design of command/unit logo patches must 

be approved by the unit Commanding Officer. 

 

(6) Fabric pull on/off rank insignia tabs will be worn by E4 and above personnel on 

the parka/shirt chest pull tab as follows: 

 

(i) Officers, with the exception of vice admirals and admirals, will wear a slip-on version of 

the regular size embroidered grade insignia. When wearing the eagle insignia, eagle faces to 

the wearer's right. Vice admirals and admirals will wear a slightly smaller size insignia to 

accommodate the insignia's proper fit on the tab. The stars will be stacked vertically point to 

center. Per paragraph 3603.12(f), all Chaplains are authorized to wear their Chaplain Corps 

Staff insignia above their grade. 

 

(ii) Master, Senior, and Chief Petty Officers will wear a slip-on version of the 1-1/4 inch 

embroidered cap device on the tab. 

 

(iii) First, Second, and Third Class Petty Officers will wear a slip-on version of the 

appropriate embroidered petty officer cap device on the tab. The eagle faces to the wearer's 

right. 

 

(iv) Rating specialty insignias and staff corps devices (with the exception of Navy Chaplains 

Staff Corps insignia) are not authorized to be worn on the NWU Type II/III.  
 

b. NWU Trousers: The wearer's surname will be sewn centered above and flush with the top 

of the right rear trouser pocket.  The use of name accents is authorized 

 

c. NWU Parka: Fabric pull on/off rank insignia tabs will be worn by E4 and above personnel 

on the parka's chest pull tab as described in 3603.15.a.(6). 
 

10.  Chapter 3, Section 6, Article 3603.16.c 
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Deleted: 
 
c.  Ownership Markings.  Nametape will reflect the wearer's last name and sewn centered 

one fourth of an inch above the bottom of the flap.  A nametape matching NWU pattern and 

fabric (cloth or Gore-Tex) will be sewn on the right leg cargo pocket flap to indicate 

ownership.  Per Article 3101.5 and 3101.6, nametape lettering will be bold and three fourths 

of an inch in height, and black for E1-O10. 

Added: 
 
c.  Ownership Markings.  Nametape will reflect the wearer's last name and sewn centered 

one fourth of an inch above the bottom of the flap.  A nametape matching NWU pattern and 

fabric (cloth or Gore-Tex) will be sewn on the right leg cargo pocket flap to indicate 

ownership.  Per Article 3101.5 and 3101.6, nametape lettering will be bold and three fourths 

of an inch in height, and black for E1-O10.  The use of name accents is authorized. 

 

11. NWU Footnotes, Paragraph 11 

Deleted: 
 

11.  Identification markings:  identification markings will be embroidered in approximately 

3/4 inch block letters on approximately 1-1/4 inch wide fabric strips uniform.  Names 

exceedingly long can be embroidered in approximately 1/2 inch letters.  Proper locations of 

fabric strips are as follows: 

 (1) NWU Shirt: 

  (a) Wearer's surname will be sewn centered above and flush with the top of 

the wearer's right shirt pocket. 

  (b) "U.S. Navy" will be sewn centered above and flush with the top of the 

wearer's left shirt pocket. 

  (c) Rating badges will not be worn or stenciled on the NWU. 

  (d) Authorized (current assignment) force or command/unit patch may be 

worn on the wearer's right breast pocket.  The size of the patch shall not exceed 3 to 3-1/2 

inches in length/width/diameter. When worn, the patch will be sewn centered on the pocket 

below the pocket flap to allow for easy removal and minimum expense.   

 (2) NWU Trousers: the wearer's surname will be sewn centered above and flush with 

the top of the right rear trouser pocket. 

 

Added: 
 

11.  Identification markings:  identification markings will be embroidered in approximately 

3/4 inch block letters on approximately 1-1/4 inch wide fabric strips.  The use of name 
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accents is authorized.  Names exceedingly long can be embroidered in approximately 1/2 

inch letters.  Proper locations of fabric strips are as follows: 

 (1) NWU Shirt: 

  (a) Wearer's surname will be sewn centered above and flush with the top of 

the wearer's right shirt pocket.  The use of name accents is authorized. 

  (b) "U.S. Navy" will be sewn centered above and flush with the top of the 

wearer's left shirt pocket. 

  (c) Rating badges will not be worn or stenciled on the NWU. 

  (d) Authorized (current assignment) force or command/unit patch may be 

worn on the wearer's right breast pocket.  The size of the patch will not exceed 3 to 3-1/2 

inches in length/width/diameter. When worn, the patch will be sewn centered on the pocket 

below the pocket flap to allow for easy removal and minimum expense.   

 (2) NWU Trousers: The wearer's surname will be sewn centered above and flush with 

the top of the right rear trouser pocket. The use of name accents is authorized.   

(3) NWU Parka:  A nametape will be worn on the right shoulder pocket flap of the 

NWU Type III Parka.  The wearer's surname will be embroidered in approximately 3/4 of an 

inch block letters (ALL) on a NWU Type III matching pattern fabric strip approximately 1 1/4 

inch wide.  The use of name accents is authorized. The nametape will be sewn centered and 

flush on the sleeve pocket flap, one fourth of an inch above the bottom of the flap. 

 

12.  Chapter 5, Section 2, Article 5201.4, Nametags 

Deleted: 

 
4.  NAMETAGS  

          a. Nametags.  Center nametags 1/4 inch above the right breast pocket.  On uniforms 

without a right breast pocket, place nametags on the right front in a position corresponding 

to ribbons on the left.  Nametags are rectangular not exceeding dimensions of 1 inch by 3-

1/2 inches, and may be of any color and design as long as the nametag is standard 

throughout the command. 

 

          b. Velcro Backed Leather Nametag.  Nametags will be made of plain black leather in 

2" x 4" dimension.  Name, rank/rate and duty status (USN) will be embossed in gold for 

officers/CPOs and in silver for E1-E6 personnel with lettering in block letters, 1/4 inch 

high.  Only one earned breast insignia may be worn.  (Patrol pins not authorized).  The 

insignia (silver or gold) will be embossed above the individual's name. 

 

 c. Unit Specific Embroidered Fabric Nametag.  Fabric nametags will be 2 inches by 4 

inches in dimension with gold block lettering 1/4 inch high, embroidered on cloth, reflecting 

unit design and colors.  Outer borders/edges may be embroidered or embossed in gold 

https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/support/uniforms/uniformregulations/chapter5/Pages/5201.aspx
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color.  Fabric nametags will also include first name, middle initial, and last name, first name 

and last name, or initials and last name and duty status (USN).  Billet title (CO, XO, CHENG, 

OPS, etc.) and rank/grade are optional.  Centered in the top field will be the primary gold 

warfare breast insignia. 

 
Added: 
 

4.  NAMETAGS 

 

          a. Nametags.  Center nametags 1/4 inch above the right breast pocket.  On uniforms 

without a right breast pocket, place nametags on the right front in a position corresponding 

to ribbons on the left.  Nametags are rectangular not exceeding dimensions of 1 inch by 3-

1/2 inches, and may be of any color and design as long as the nametag is standard 

throughout the command. The use of name accents is authorized. 

          b. Velcro Backed Leather Nametag.  Nametags will be made of plain black leather in 

2" x 4" dimension.  Name, rank/rate and duty status (USN) will be embossed in gold for 

officers/CPOs and in silver for E1-E6 personnel with lettering in block letters, 1/4 inch high. 

The use of name accents is authorized.  Only one earned breast insignia may be 

worn.  (Patrol pins not authorized).  The insignia (silver or gold) will be embossed above the 

individual's name. 

 c. Unit Specific Embroidered Fabric Nametag.  Fabric nametags will be 2 inches by 4 

inches in dimension with gold block lettering 1/4 inch high, embroidered on cloth, reflecting 

unit design and colors.  Outer borders/edges may be embroidered or embossed in gold 

color.  The use of name accents is authorized.  Fabric nametags will also include first name, 

middle initial, and last name, first name and last name, or initials and last name and duty 

status (USN).  Billet title (CO, XO, CHENG, OPS, etc.) and rank/grade are optional.  

Centered in the top field will be the primary gold warfare breast insignia. 

 

13. Chapter 6 Section 8 Article 6601.4.b Identification Tapes 

Deleted:  
 

b. Identification Tapes.  Name, rank insignia and service name tapes shall be made with 

universal camouflage background.  The placing of rank insignia will follow Army 

guidelines.  Name tape is authorized on the patrol cap 
 

Added: 
 
b. Identification Tapes.  Name, rank insignia and service name tapes will be made with 

universal camouflage background.  The placing of rank insignia will follow Army 

guidelines.  Name tape is authorized on the patrol cap.  The use of name accents is 

authorized. 

14. Chapter 6 Section 8 Article 6802.5.s.(1) NWU type II 
 
Delete: 

https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/support/uniforms/uniformregulations/chapter5/Pages/5201.aspx
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(1) NWU Type II Blouse. 

 (a) A fabric strip containing the wearer's surname will be sewn above and flush with 

the top of the wearer's right breast pocket 

 
(2) NWU Type II Trousers.  A fabric strip containing the wearer's surname will be sewn 

centered above and flush with the top of the right rear trouser pocket 
 

Added: 
 
(1) NWU Type II Blouse. 

(a) A fabric strip containing the wearer's surname will be sewn above and flush with 

the top of the wearer's right breast pocket.  The use of name accents is authorized. 

 (2) NWU Type II Trousers.  A fabric strip containing the wearer's surname will be sewn 

centered above and flush with the top of the right rear trouser pocket.  The use of name 

accents is authorized. 

 

15.  Chapter 6, Section 8, Article 6803.3.a.4.c 

 
Deleted: 
 

(c) Left Breast.  Required nametags shall be centered on the left breast above 

the slash pocket and below the shoulder seam.  Nametags will be black or brown 

leather or cloth embroidered in squadron colors, and 2 inches by 4 inches in 

size.  (Refer to article 5201.4b.)  Centered in the top field will be the aircrew 

designation insignia (i.e., pilot, NFO, aircrew, EAWS, etc.).  The name in block letter 

will occupy the lower field and will include a minimum first name or initial and last 

name.  Where appropriate, billet title (i.e., CO, XO, CAG, etc.) is optional. 

 

(d) Right Breast.  One command logo may be centered on the right breast 

above the slash pocket and below the shoulder seam.  Logo shall be embroidered 

cloth, no wider than 3-1/2 inches in any measured span.  

(e) Left Shoulder.  The U.S. flag patch shall be worn centered on the shoulder 

arch, approximately 1 inch below the seam.   

(f) Right Shoulder.  Weapons school patch (if authorized) shall be worn 

centered on the shoulder arch, approximately 1 inch below the seam.    

b. Flight Jackets 

(1) CWU-45/P Winter Flyers Jacket, CWU-36/P Summer Flyers Jacket, Multi-Climate 

Fleece Jacket, Climate Fleece Vest, Multi-Climate Shell Jacket.  May be worn with flight 

suits, but are not authorized for wear off base.  Sage Green or tan jackets may be worn 
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with green or tan flight suits.  The vest may only be worn with either the green or tan flight 

suit.  Sage green jackets may also be worn with working uniforms in the immediate area of 

requirement if issued by the command.  Sage green jackets are not authorized with any 

service uniform (with ribbons).  The jacket will be worn with the zipper zipped at least 3/4 

of the way.  Jacket shall be maintained in a clean and serviceable condition.  If torn, 

stained, or frayed beyond reasonable repair, it should be exchanged for a new jacket. 

(a) Insignia/Patches.  Rank shall be indicated on the nametag.  Required 

nametags shall be centered on the left breast above the slash pocket and below the 

shoulder seam.  Nametags for sage green jackets or vest will be black or brown 

leather or cloth embroidered in squadron colors, and 2 inches by 4 inches in 

size.  Nametags for tan jackets shall be brown leather or matching tan cloth 

embroidered in squadron colors and 2 inches by 4 inches in size.  Centered in the top 

field will be the aircrew designation insignia (i.e., pilot, NFO, aircrew, EAWS, 

etc.).  The name block letter will occupy the lower field and will include a minimum 

first name or initial and last name.  Where appropriate, billet title (i.e., CO, XO, CAG, 

etc.) is optional.  Patches may be affixed to the CWU-36/P Summer weight jacket 

either by hook and pile (Velcro) or directly to the jacket at the discretion of the 

individual, subject to Commanding Officer guidance.  Patches shall not be affixed to 

the Multi-Climate Shell jacket.  In all cases, patches shall be in conservative and will 

be reflective of naval aviation professionalism. 

 

 (2) Brown Leather Jacket.  Naval aviators, pilots, flight officers, undergraduate pilots, 

NFOs, and flight surgeons, aerospace experimental psychologists, and aerospace 

physiologists may wear the leather flight jacket with flight suits, Service Khaki and Navy 

Blue Coveralls. Eligible enlisted air crewmen, E7-E9, are authorized to wear the leather 

flight jacket with flight suits, Service Khaki and Navy Blue Coveralls. Eligible enlisted 

aircrewmen E6 and below are authorized to wear the leather flight jacket with flight suits, 

Service Uniform (SU), and Navy Blue Coveralls. Only direct point to point transit is 

appropriate when the flight jacket is worn to and from work with working uniforms 

(excluding Navy Blue Coveralls, which may be worn in immediate working spaces only). 

Close zipper at least 3/4 of the way when worn. Management and control of leather flight 

jackets are outlined in OPNAVINST 10126.4 series. 

(a) Brown Jacket Insignia/Patches.  Insignia/patches shall be worn on brown 

leather flight jackets as follows: 

(1) Attachments.  Logos may be affixed either hook and pile or directly 

to the jacket.  Hook and pile fasteners will be black or brown and cut to the 

shape of the logo to be affixed. 

(2) Left Breast.  Black or brown 2 inches by 4 inches leather name 

tag.  Centered in the top field will be the aircrew designation insignia (i.e., 

pilot, NFO aircrew EAWS, etc.).  The name in block letters will occupy the 

lower field and will include a minimum first name or initial and last 

name.  Where appropriate, billet title (i.e., CO, XO, CAG, etc.) is optional.  

 

Added: 
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(c) Left Breast.  Required nametags will be centered on the left breast above 

the slash pocket and below the shoulder seam.  Nametags will be black or brown 

leather or cloth embroidered in squadron colors, and 2 inches by 4 inches in 

size.  (Refer to article 5201.4b.)  Centered in the top field will be the aircrew 

designation insignia (i.e., pilot, NFO, aircrew, EAWS, etc.).  The name in block letter 

will occupy the lower field and will include a minimum first name or initial and last 

name.  The use of name accents is authorized.  Where appropriate, billet title (i.e., 

CO, XO, CAG, etc.) is optional. 

(d) Right Breast.  One command logo may be centered on the right breast 

above the slash pocket and below the shoulder seam.  Logo will be embroidered 

cloth, no wider than 3-1/2 inches in any measured span.  

(e) Left Shoulder.  The U.S. flag patch will be worn centered on the shoulder 

arch, approximately 1 inch below the seam.   

(f) Right Shoulder.  Weapons school patch (if authorized) will be worn 

centered on the shoulder arch, approximately 1 inch below the seam.    

b. Flight Jackets 

(1) CWU-45/P Winter Flyers Jacket, CWU-36/P Summer Flyers Jacket, Multi-Climate 

Fleece Jacket, Climate Fleece Vest, Multi-Climate Shell Jacket.  May be worn with flight 

suits, but are not authorized for wear off base.  Sage Green or tan jackets may be worn 

with green or tan flight suits.  The vest may only be worn with either the green or tan flight 

suit.  Sage green jackets may also be worn with working uniforms in the immediate area of 

requirement if issued by the command.  Sage green jackets are not authorized with any 

service uniform (with ribbons).  The jacket will be worn with the zipper zipped at least 3/4 

of the way.  Jacket will be maintained in a clean and serviceable condition.  If torn, stained, 

or frayed beyond reasonable repair, it should be exchanged for a new jacket. 

(a) Insignia/Patches.  Rank will be indicated on the nametag.  Required 

nametags will be centered on the left breast above the slash pocket and below the 

shoulder seam.  Nametags for sage green jackets or vest will be black or brown 

leather or cloth embroidered in squadron colors, and 2 inches by 4 inches in 

size.  Nametags for tan jackets will be brown leather or matching tan cloth 

embroidered in squadron colors and 2 inches by 4 inches in size.  Centered in the top 

field will be the aircrew designation insignia (i.e., pilot, NFO, aircrew, EAWS, 

etc.).  The name block letter will occupy the lower field and will include a minimum 

first name or initial and last name.  The use of name accents is authorized.  Where 

appropriate, billet title (i.e., CO, XO, CAG, etc.) is optional.  Patches may be affixed 

to the CWU-36/P Summer weight jacket either by hook and pile (Velcro) or directly 

to the jacket at the discretion of the individual, subject to Commanding Officer 

guidance.  Patches will not be affixed to the Multi-Climate Shell jacket.  In all cases, 

patches will be in conservative and will be reflective of naval aviation 

professionalism. 
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 (2) Brown Leather Jacket.  Naval aviators, pilots, flight officers, undergraduate pilots, 

NFOs, and flight surgeons, aerospace experimental psychologists, and aerospace 

physiologists may wear the leather flight jacket with flight suits, Service Khaki and Navy 

Blue Coveralls. Eligible enlisted air crewmen, E7-E9, are authorized to wear the leather 

flight jacket with flight suits, Service Khaki and Navy Blue Coveralls. Eligible enlisted 

aircrewmen E6 and below are authorized to wear the leather flight jacket with flight suits, 

Service Uniform (SU), and Navy Blue Coveralls. Only direct point to point transit is 

appropriate when the flight jacket is worn to and from work with working uniforms 

(excluding Navy Blue Coveralls, which may be worn in immediate working spaces only). 

Close zipper at least 3/4 of the way when worn. Management and control of leather flight 

jackets are outlined in OPNAVINST 10126.4 series. 

(a) Brown Jacket Insignia/Patches.  Insignia/patches will be worn on brown 

leather flight jackets as follows: 

(1) Attachments.  Logos may be affixed either hook and pile or directly 

to the jacket.  Hook and pile fasteners will be black or brown and cut to the 

shape of the logo to be affixed. 

(2) Left Breast.  Black or brown 2 inches by 4 inches leather name 

tag.  Centered in the top field will be the aircrew designation insignia (i.e., 

pilot, NFO aircrew EAWS, etc.).  The name in block letters will occupy the 

lower field and will include a minimum first name or initial and last name.  

The use of name accents is authorized.  Where appropriate, billet title (i.e., 

CO, XO, CAG, etc.) is optional.  

 

16.  Chapter 1, Section 1, Article 1101.4.d 

 
Deleted: 
 
d. Special Circumstances.  A military cover may be removed when riding a bicycle on or off 

base.  A safety helmet is recommended.  Personnel may remove their cap or hat when 

traveling inside a private automobile or riding a bicycle off base.  A cover is mandatory 

when entering or within a military reservation, unless wearing the cap is impractical or 

hazardous. 

 

Added: 

d. Special Circumstances.   

(1) A military cover may be removed when entering, departing, or while riding or 

driving on and off base in a privately owned vehicle or bicycle.  When riding a bicycle on or 

off base, wearing a safety helmet may be required by local safety instruction.  

(2) Male and female Sailors undergoing medically prescribed health treatment or 

care that results in a drastic loss of hair, or the scalp becomes too sensitive to wear 

wigs/hair pieces, military covers, protective head gear or equipment are authorized to wear 
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fabric head coverings (solid colors of black, khaki/tan, navy blue or white).  Medically 

prescribed head coverings will match the color of the military cover prescribed for wear with 

the uniform being worn.  The need to wear fabric head coverings must be medically 

documented and prescribed by appropriate military healthcare providers. 

 

17.  Chapter 3, Section 5, Article 3501.54, Description, Paragraph b 

 
Deleted: 
 

b. Females.  Plain black, brown or white dress pumps made of smooth leather or synthetic 

leather, with closed heels and toes.  The heels will be 5/8 inch to 2-5/8 inches in height as 

measured from the forward edge, and no wider than approximately 1-3/4 inches at the 

base.  The sole will be no thicker than approximately 1/4 inch.  Wedge heels are not 

authorized.  Flats are also authorized to be worn as dress shoes.  Flats will be of plain 

smooth or synthetic leather, brown, white or black as appropriate, slip-on, rounded and 

closed toe and heel and without ornamentation, designs, or decorative stitching.  The 

opening of the Flat is elongated and extends from the heel to the base of the toe mirroring 

the shape and appearance of the female dress shoe.  When worn, the bridge of the foot will 

not be covered and no portion of the toes will be exposed.  It will be constructed of full 

grain, dress shoe leather or a poromeric/synthetic material with a leather appearance in 

black, brown or white.  The outsole and heel shall be black for black and brown shoes, and 

white for white shoes and the heel will be a minimum of 1/4 inch.  The outsole will also be 

made of non-marking rubber with a traction design and have a heel between one-quarter 

and one-half inches. 

Added: 

b. Females.  Plain black, brown or white dress pumps made of smooth leather or synthetic 

leather, with closed heels and toes.  The heels will be 5/8 inch to 3 inches (measured from 

the back of the heel, from the bottom of the heel to where it connects to the shoe), and no 

wider than 1-3/4 inches at the base.  The sole will be no thicker than 1/4 inch.  Wedge 

heels are not authorized.  Flats are also authorized to be worn as dress shoes.  Flats will be 

of plain smooth or synthetic leather, brown, white or black as appropriate, slip-on, rounded 

and closed toe and heel and without ornamentation, designs, or decorative stitching.  The 

opening of the Flat is elongated and extends from the heel to the base of the toe mirroring 

the shape and appearance of the female dress shoe.  When worn, the bridge of the foot will 

not be covered and no portion of the toes will be exposed.  It will be constructed of full 

grain, dress shoe leather or a poromeric/synthetic material with a leather appearance in 

black, brown or white.  The outsole and heel will be black for black and brown shoes, and 

white for white shoes and the heel will be a minimum of 1/4 inch.  The outsole will also be 

made of non-marking rubber with a traction design and have a heel between 1/4 and 1/2 

inches. 

 

18.  Chapter 3, Section 6, Article 3601.9.1.a 

 
Deleted: 
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          a. Males.  Physical Training Uniform (PTU) shorts, square trunks, board shorts or full 

body swimsuits.  

Added: 

          a. Males.  Physical Training Uniform (PTU) shorts, square trunks, board shorts, full 

body swimsuits or competition swimwear.  

 

19.  Chapter 5, Section 2, Article 5201.1.b  

 
Deleted: 

 
b. Provisions for Wear.  All eligible officers may wear the Command-at-Sea and Command 

Ashore/Project Manager insignia.  Flag officers are only authorized to wear in the post-tour 

position described below.  The miniature Command insignia is worn with all uniforms except 

Full Dress uniforms. 
 

Added: 

b. Provisions for Wear.  All eligible officers may wear the Command-at-Sea and Command 

Ashore/Project Manager insignia in the incumbent position as applicable.  Only one 

incumbent command insignia may be worn.  The miniature Command insignia is worn with 

all uniforms except Full Dress uniforms. 

 

18.  Chapter 3, Section 6, Article 36034a, Shoulder Patch 

Deleted: 
 

 

 
Figure 3603.4a-1 

  

a.  Description.  Shoulder patches are optional for 

personal purchase and wear with the NWU Type II and 

III.  Patches mandated for wear will be procured and 

issued by the command directing its wear.  Authorized 

shoulder patch designs include Don’t Tread On Me 

(DTOM), Reverse U.S. Flag (RF) and Command/Unit 

Logos.   

  

     (1) DTOM and RF patches.  DTOM and RF shoulder 

patches authorized for wear on the NWU Type II and III 

will be rectangular in shape, 2-1/8 x 4 inches or 2-1/8 x 

3-3/4 inches in dimension and in subdued matching 

colors and NWU pattern less black pixels of the NWU 

worn (that is, the camouflage fabric will only contain 

green, olive, and tan coloring).  Patches with black in 
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Shoulder Patch, Embroidered 

  

 
Figure 3603.4a-2 

Shoulder Patch, Laser-Cut  

(Non-Tactical) 

the camo are not authorized for wear.  Shoulder 

patches are of embroidered (figure 3603.4a-1) or laser 

cut (figure 3603.4a-2) construction.  There are two 

variants of laser cut DTOM and RF shoulder patches: 

Tactical and non-tactical.  Laser-cut tactical and non-

tactical DTOM and RF patches are similar in outward 

appearance, but are distinguishable by the black 

backing that makes up the stripes, stars, snake, and 

DON’T TREAD ON ME.  Tactical laser cut patches have 

shiny Infra Red (IR) taped backing while non-tactical 

laser cut patches have woven nylon backing.   

  

     (2) Command/Unit Logo shoulder patches.  With 

Commanding Officer’s concurrence, command/unit logo 

shoulder patches may be optionally worn in lieu of the 

DTOM shoulder patch.  The Command/unit logo patch 

will be 2-1/8 x 4 inches or 2-1/4 x 4 inches in 

dimension with subdued matching NWU color logo and 

lettering (green, olive, tan, and black 

coloring).  Command/unit logo patches will be 

embroidered only.  The design of command/unit logo 

shoulder patches must be approved by the unit 

Commanding Officer. 

b.  Correct Wear.  Wear shoulder patches squarely and 

centered over the Velcro pile located on the left and 

right shoulder pocket flap.  The DTOM and Command 

Logo shoulder patches are worn on the left shoulder 

pocket flap of the NWU Type II and III.  The RF patch is 

worn similarly on the right shoulder pocket flap.  Only 

matching construction shoulder patches will be worn 

(embroidered or laser cut) together.  Wearing patches 

of different construction (mix and match) is 

unauthorized.   Command Logo shoulder patches may 

only be worn in lieu of the DTOM patch when the 

command logo chest patch is not worn on the 

uniform.  Wearing two command patches (right breast 

pocket and shoulder) is unauthorized.  Tactical shoulder 

patches (with shiny/IR tape backing) are provided by 

the issuing command and worn during tactical training 

exercises and deployed tactical missions when 

determined by the unit commander and Task Force 

Commander. 

 

 

 



U.S. Navy Uniform Regulations 
Summary of Changes (23 August 2021) 

 

22 
 

 

Added: 

 

 
Figure 3603.4a-1 

Shoulder Patch, Embroidered 

  

 
Figure 3603.4a-2 

Shoulder Patch, Laser-Cut  

(Non-Tactical) 

 a.  Description.   One or two shoulder patches may be 

optionally worn on the NWU Type II/III.  Optionally worn 

shoulder patches will be purchased at the wearer’s personal 

expense.  Command mandated shoulder patches will be 

procured and issued by the command directing its 

wear.  Authorized shoulder patch designs include Reverse 

U.S. Flag (RF), Command/Unit Logos and Don’t Tread On Me 

(DTOM).  Command/Unit logo shoulder patch designs must be 

approved by the unit commanding officer. 

b. Design Specifications. Shoulder patches authorized for 

wear on the NWU Type II and III will be rectangular in shape, 

2-1/8 x 3-3/4 inches, 2-1/8 x 4 inches or 2 1/4 x 4 inches  in 

dimension. Patches will consist of subdued matching colors 

and NWU pattern less black pixels of the NWU worn (that is, 

the Camouflage fabric will only contain green, olive, and tan 

coloring).  Patches with black in the camouflage pattern are 

not authorized for wear.  Shoulder patches are of 

embroidered (Figure 3603.4a-1) or laser cut (Figure 3603.4a-

2) construction.     

 c.  Correct Wear. Wear shoulder patches squarely and 

centered over the Velcro pile located on the Left and Right 

shoulder pocket flap.  The RF patch is worn on the right 

shoulder pocket flap.  It is the only shoulder patch that can be 

worn singularly without another patch being worn on the left 

pocket flap.  The Command/Unit logo or the DTOM patch may 

be worn optionally on the left shoulder pocket flap when the 

RF patch is worn on the right pocket flap.  Only matching 

construction shoulder patches will be worn (embroidered or 

laser cut) together.  Wearing patches of different construction 

(mix and match) is unauthorized.  Wearing two Command 

patches (right breast pocket and left shoulder pocket flap) is 

unauthorized.  Tactical shoulder patches provided by the 

issuing Command and worn during Tactical training exercises 

and deployed Tactical missions are not authorized for daily 

routine wear.  

 

 

18.  Chapter 6, Section 8, Article 6802.5.s.1.f 
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Deleted: 

 
f) Navy certified subdued matching NWU Type II pattern Don’t Tread On Me (DTOM) and 

Reverse U.S. Flag (Reverse Flag) patches are authorized for wear as shoulder patches on 

the NWU Type II.  In garrison, per unit commander discretion a non-tactical DTOM and 

Reverse Flag patch is authorized for wear.  During tactical deployment training evolutions 

and tactical operations the tactical DTOM and Reverse Flag patches may be worn when 

issued by the command and at the unit Commanding Officer or Task Force Commander 

discretion.  Wear DTOM patches on the wearer’s left upper arm pocket flap.  Wear Reverse 

Flag patches on the wearer’s right upper arm pocket flap. 

 
Added: 

 
f) One or two shoulder patches may be optionally worn on the NWU Type II.  Navy certified 

subdued matching NWU Type II pattern Don’t Tread On Me (DTOM) and Reverse U.S. Flag 

(Reverse Flag) or Command/Unit logo shoulder patches are authorized for optional wear on 

the NWU Type II.  Shoulder patches mandated for wear will be procured and issued by the 

command directing its wear.  In garrison, per unit commander discretion a non-tactical 

DTOM, Reverse Flag or Command/Unit logo patch is authorized for wear.  During tactical 

deployment training evolutions and tactical operations the tactical DTOM and Reverse Flag 

patches may be worn when issued by the command and at the unit Commanding Officer or 

Task Force Commander discretion.  Wear DTOM patches on the wearer’s left upper arm 

pocket flap.  Wear Reverse Flag patches on the wearer’s right upper arm pocket flap.  The 

Reverse U.S. Flag patch is the only patch that can be worn singularly.  When wearing other 

patches, the RF patch will also be worn.    
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19.  Chapter 5, Section 1, Identification Badges, Provisions for Wear, 
Article 5101.1. 

 
Deleted: 
 

  

5101.  IDENTIFICATION BADGES 

 

  1.  Provisions for Wear.  Only one identification badge may be worn at a time, 

except the post-tour Navy Command Senior Enlisted Leader Badge (see article 

5101.3.e.).  If you qualify for more than one badge, wear the badge representing your 

present assignment, otherwise, wear the badge you prefer.  Attach badges directly to the 

uniform.  Do not hang them on the uniform by key chains or material backings, etc. 

 

Added: 
 

  

5101.  IDENTIFICATION BADGES 

 

  1.  Provisions for Wear.  A maximum of two identification badges may be 

worn at a time (e.g. Joint Staff, OSD, etc.) on all Service, Service Dress, Full Dress and 

Dinner/Formal Dress uniforms.  If qualified to wear more than one badge, wear the badge 

representing present (incumbent assignment), and most recent assignment authorized.  

Attach badges directly to the uniform.  Do not hang them on the uniform by key chains or 

material backings, etc. 

 

 

  

https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/support/uniforms/uniformregulations/chapter5/Pages/5101.aspx
https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/support/uniforms/uniformregulations/chapter5/Pages/5101.aspx
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20.  Chapter 5, Section 1, Identification Badges, Authorized Identification 
Badges, Article 5101.2. 

 
Deleted: 
 

  2.  Authorized Identification Badges 

 

   Presidential Service Badge 

   Vice Presidential Service Badge 

   Office of Secretary of Defense 

   Joint Chiefs of Staff 

   Navy Fleet/Force/Command Master Chief  

   Recruiting Command 

   Career Counselor 

   Recruit Division Commander 

   Merchant Marine Service Emblem 

   MAA/Law Enforcement Badge 

 

Added: 
 

    2.  Authorized Identification Badges 

 

   Presidential Service Badge 

   Vice Presidential Service Badge 

   Office of the Secretary of Defense 

   Joint Chiefs of Staff 

   Navy, Fleet/Force/Command Senior Enlisted Leader   

   Recruiting Command 

   Career Counselor 

   Recruit Division Commander 

   Merchant Marine Service Emblem 

   MAA/Law Enforcement Badge 

   Joint/Unified Command Identification Badges 

 

 

  

https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/support/uniforms/uniformregulations/chapter5/Pages/5101.aspx
https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/support/uniforms/uniformregulations/chapter5/Pages/5101.aspx
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21.  Chapter 5, Section 1, Identification Badges, Eligibility and Description 
of Authorized Identification Badges, Presidential Service Badge, Article 

5101.3a. 
 
Deleted: 
 

  3.  Eligibility and Description of Authorized Identification Badges 

 

   a.  Presidential Service Badge  

 

     
 

    (1) Eligibility.  This badge is authorized to be worn by personnel 

detailed to duty in the White House who have been awarded a Presidential Service 

Certificate. 

 

    (2) Description.  Consists of a replica of the coat of arms of the 

President of the United States in gold, encircled with 50 silver stars, on a blue enamel disk 

with the outer edge of gold rays radiating from the center, 1-3/4 inches in diameter. 

 

    (3) Correct Wear.  Wear on the right side.  The badge may be 

worn on all uniforms other than working uniforms.  This badge may be worn during and 

after the period of detail. 

 

     (a) Men 

 

      - On pockets with flaps, center the badge 

between the lower point of the flap and bottom of the pocket, midway between the sides. 

      - On pockets without flaps, center the badge on 

the pocket. 

      - On full dress uniforms, center the identification 

badge on the right side in a position corresponding to other badges worn on the left of full 

dress uniforms.  <(See article 5101.3.c.3)> 

 

     (b) Women 

 

      - Centered 1/4 inch above the left coat/shirt 

pocket or 1/4 inch above authorized ribbons/large medals/breast insignia <Figure 5-2-1>.  

      - Identification badges may optionally be worn on 

the corresponding right side of the coat or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the name tag. 

 

     (c) Formal and Dinner Dress Uniforms 

https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/support/uniforms/uniformregulations/chapter5/Pages/5101.aspx
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      - Men and women center badge on the right 

lapel, so the top of the badge is aligned with the top of the upper row of miniature medals. 

 

Added: 
 

  3.  Eligibility and Description of Authorized Identification Badges 

 

   a.  Presidential Service Badge  

     

    (1) Eligibility.  This badge is authorized to be worn by personnel 

detailed to duty in the White House who have been awarded a Presidential Service 

Certificate. 

 

    (2) Description.  Consists of a replica of the coat of arms of the 

President of the United States in gold, encircled with 50 silver stars, on a blue enamel disk 

with the outer edge of gold rays radiating from the center, 1-3/4 inches in diameter (figure 

5101.3a-1). 

 

 

Figure 5101.3a-1 

Presidential Service Badge 

 

    (3) Correct Wear.  Wear the designated size badge per 

paragraph (d) in this section.  The badge may be worn on all uniforms other than working 

uniforms.  This badge may be worn during and after the period of detail. 

 

     (a) Men.  Wear on the right side.  On pockets with flaps, 

center the badge between the lower point of the flap and bottom of the pocket, midway 

between the sides.  On uniforms without a right breast pocket, center the identification 

badge on the right side in a position corresponding to other badges worn on the left of the 

uniform (article 5101.3c(3)).  On full dress uniforms, center the identification badge on the 

right side in a position corresponding to other badges worn on the left of full dress uniforms 

(article 5101.3c(3)). When wearing dual ID badges, refer to Article 5101.4. 

 

     (b) Women.  Wear centered 1/4 inch above the left 

coat/jumper/shirt pocket or 1/4 inch above authorized ribbons/large medals/breast insignia 

(figure 5-1-1).  Identification badges may optionally be worn on the corresponding right 

side of the coat, jumper or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the nametag.  When wearing dual 

ID badges, refer to Article 5101.4. 

 

https://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/support/uniforms/uniformregulations/chapter5/Pages/5101.aspx
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     (c) Formal and Dinner Dress Uniforms.  Men and women 

center badge on the right lapel, so the top of the badge is aligned with the top of the upper 

row of miniature medals. 

 

 

     (d) Correct Size Badge 

 

      (Incumbent and Post-Tour Personnel) 

      Miniature    Large 

      Formal Dress    Full Dress 

      Dinner Dress    Service Dress 

      Service Khaki 

      Summer White 

      E1-E6 Service Uniform 
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23.  Chapter 5, Section 1, Identification Badges, Eligibility and Description 
of Authorized Identification Badges, Vice-Presidential Service Badge, 

Article 5101.3b. 
 
Deleted: 
 

   b.  Vice Presidential Service Badge 

 

     
 

               (1) Eligibility.  This badge is authorized to be worn by personnel detailed to duty 

in the Office of the Vice President and who have been awarded a Vice Presidential Service 

Certificate. 

 

               (2) Description.  Consists of a white enameled disc surrounded by 27 gold rays 

radiating from the center, 1-15/16 inches in diameter.  A gold device taken from the seal of 

the Vice President of the United States is in the center of the white disc. 

 

               (3) Correct Wear.  Wear on the right side.  The badge may be worn on all 

uniforms other than working uniforms.  The badge may be worn during and after the period 

of detail. 

 

                    (a) Men 

 

                         - On pockets with flaps, center the badge between the lower point of the 

flap and bottom of the pocket, midway between the sides.   

                         - On pockets without flaps, center the badge on the pocket. 

                         - On full dress uniforms, center the identification badge on the right in a 

position corresponding to badges worn on the left for full dress.  <(See article 

5101.3.c(3))> 

 

                    (b) Women 

 

                         - Centered 1/4 inch above the left coat/shirt pocket or 1/4 inch above 

authorized ribbons/large medals/breast insignia <Figure 5-2-1>.   

                         - Identification badges may optionally be worn on the corresponding right 

side of the coat or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the name tag. 

 

                      (c) Formal and Dinner Dress Uniforms 

 

                          - Men and women center badge on the right lapel, so the top of the badge 

is aligned with the top of the upper row of miniature medals.  
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Added: 
 

   b.  Vice Presidential Service Badge     

 

    (1) Eligibility.  This badge is authorized to be worn by personnel 

detailed to duty in the Office of the Vice President and who have been awarded a Vice 

Presidential Service Certificate. 

 

    (2) Description.  Consists of a white enameled disc surrounded 

by 27 gold rays radiating from the center, 1-15/16 inches in diameter.  A gold device taken 

from the seal of the Vice President of the United States is in the center of the white disc 

(figure 5101.3b-1). 

 

 

Figure 5101.3b-1 

Vice Presidential Service Badge 

 

    (3) Correct Wear.  Wear the designated size badge per 

paragraph (d) in this section. The badge may be worn on all uniforms other than working 

uniforms.  The badge may be worn during and after the period of detail. 

 

     (a) Men.  Wear on the right side.  On pockets with flaps, 

center the badge between the lower point of the flap and bottom of the pocket, midway 

between the sides.  On uniforms without a right breast pocket, center the identification 

badge on the right side in a position corresponding to other badges worn on the left of the 

uniform (article 5101.3c(3)).  On full dress uniforms, center the identification badge on the 

right in a position corresponding to badges worn on the left for full dress (article 5101.3.c 

(3)). When wearing dual ID badges, refer to Article 5101.4. 

 

     (b) Women.  Wear centered 1/4 inch above the left 

coat/jumper/shirt pocket or 1/4 inch above authorized ribbons/large medals/breast insignia 

(figure 5-1-1).  Identification badges may optionally be worn on the corresponding right 

side of the coat, jumper or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the nametag.  When wearing dual 

ID badges, refer to Article 5101.4. 

 

 

     (c) Formal and Dinner Dress Uniforms.  Men and women 

center badge on the right lapel, so the top of the badge is aligned with the top of the upper 

row of miniature medals. 
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     (d) Correct Size Badge 

 

      (Incumbent and Post-Tour Personnel) 

      Miniature    Large 

      Formal Dress    Full Dress 

      Dinner Dress    Service Dress 

      Service Khaki 

      Summer White 

      E1-E6 Service Uniform 
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24.  Chapter 5, Section 1, Identification Badges, Eligibility and Description 
of Authorized Identification Badges, Office of the Secretary of Defense, 

Article 5101.3c. 
 
Deleted: 
 

   c.  Office of Secretary of Defense 

 

     
 

    (1) Eligibility.  This badge is authorized to be worn by personnel 

who have received a certificate of eligibility from the Office of the Secretary of Defense 

authorizing them to wear the insignia. 

 

    (2) Description.  Consists of a gold spread eagle grasping three 

gold crossed arrows, and an enamel shield with 13 red and white stripes and a blue chief, 

surcharged on its breast; passing behind the wing tips is a gold amulet bearing 13 gold 

stars above the eagle; a wreath of laurel and a green enamel olive is below the eagle, the 

whole is superimposed on a silver sunburst of 33 rays, approximately 2 inches in diameter.  

Miniature badges are approximately 1-1/2 inches in diameter. 

 

    (3) Correct Wear.  Wear on the left side.  The badge may be 

worn on all uniforms other than working uniforms.  This badge may be worn during and 

after the period of detail.  

 

     (a) Men 

 

      - Wear the designated size badge.  (See para. (d) 

in this section.) 

      - On pockets with flaps, center the badge 

between the lower point of the flap and bottom of the pocket, midway between the 

sides.  <Figure 5-2-1>. 

      - On pockets without flaps, center the badge on 

the pocket. 

      - On full dress uniforms, center the identification 

badge on the left pocket 1/4 inch below the lowest row of medals or below the second 

breast insignia, if authorized.  If breast insignia, medals and identification badge combined 

cause the identification badge to be positioned on or below the lower seam of the pocket, 

incumbents do not wear the secondary breast insignia.  Post-tour personnel may wear 

either the identification badge or secondary breast insignia. 

 

                    (b) Women 
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      - Wear the designated size badge.  (See para.(d) 

in this section.) 

      - Centered 1/4 inch above the left coat/shirt 

pocket or 1/4 inch above authorized ribbons/large medals/breast insignia <Figure 5-2-1>.   

      - Identification badges may optionally be worn on 

the corresponding right side of the coat or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the name tag. 

 

     (c) Formal and Dinner Dress Uniforms 

 

      - Men and women center badge 1/4 inch below 

the lowest row of miniature medals or secondary breast insignia. 

 

     (d) Correct Size Badge 

 

                     (Incumbent and post-tour personnel) 

                    Miniature               Regular 

                     Summer White       Full Dress 

                     Service Khaki         Service Dress 

                     Formal Dress 

                     Dinner Dress 

                     Service Dress White (Jumper) 
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Added: 
 

   c.  Office of the Secretary of Defense 

 

    (1) Eligibility.  This badge is authorized to be worn by personnel 

who have received a certificate of eligibility from the Office of the Secretary of Defense 

authorizing them to wear the insignia. 

 

    (2) Description.  Consists of a gold spread eagle grasping three 

gold crossed arrows, and an enamel shield with 13 red and white stripes and a blue chief, 

surcharged on its breast; passing behind the wing tips is a gold amulet bearing 13 gold 

stars above the eagle; a wreath of laurel and a green enamel olive is below the eagle, the 

whole is superimposed on a silver sunburst of 33 rays, approximately 2 inches in diameter.  

Miniature badges are approximately 1-1/2 inches in diameter (figure 5101.3c-1). 

 

 

Figure 5101.3c-1 

Office of the Secretary of Defense Badge 

 

    (3) Correct Wear.  Wear the designated size badge per 

paragraph (d) in this section.  The badge may be worn on all uniforms other than working 

uniforms.  This badge may be worn during and after the period of detail.   

 

     (a) Men.  Wear on the left side. On uniform with pockets 

flaps, center the badge between the lower point of the flap and bottom of the left pocket, 

midway between the sides (figure 5-1-1).  On pockets without flaps, center the badge on 

the pocket.  On full dress uniforms, center the identification badge on the left pocket 1/4 

inch below the lowest row of medals or below the second breast insignia, if authorized.  If 

breast insignia, medals and identification badge combined cause the identification badge to 

be positioned on or below the lower seam of the pocket, incumbents do not wear the 

secondary breast insignia.  Post-tour personnel may wear either the identification badge or 

secondary breast insignia.  When wearing dual ID badges, refer to Article 5101.4. 

 

 

     (b) Women.  Wear centered 1/4 inch above the left 

coat/jumper/shirt pocket or 1/4 inch above authorized ribbons/large medals/breast insignia 

(figure 5-1-1).  Identification badges may optionally be worn on the corresponding right 

side of the coat, jumper or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the name tag.  When wearing dual 

ID badges, refer to Article 5101.4. 
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     (c) Formal and Dinner Dress Uniforms.  Men and women 

center badge 1/4 inch below the lowest row of miniature medals or secondary breast 

insignia. 

 

 

     (d) Correct Size Badge 

 

      (Incumbent and Post-Tour Personnel) 

      Miniature    Large 

      Formal Dress    Full Dress 

      Dinner Dress    Service Dress 

      Service Khaki 

      Summer White 

      E1-E6 Service Uniform 
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25.  Chapter 5, Section 1, Identification Badges, Eligibility and Description 
of Authorized Identification Badges, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Article 5101.3d. 

 
Deleted: 
 

               d.  Joint Chiefs of Staff 

 

     
 

    (1) Eligibility.  This badge is authorized for personnel 

designated in JSI 1310.01. 

 

    (2) Description.  Regular badge, approximately 2-1/4 inches by 

2 inches, consists of an oval silver metal wreath of laurel with the United States shield, (the 

Chief in blue enamel and the 13 stripes alternating white and red enamel) on four gold 

metal unsheathed swords.  Two swords are in pale and two are in saltire with points to 

Chief, the points and pommels resting on the wreath, the blades and grips entwined with a 

gold metal continuous scroll surrounding the shield with the word JOINT at the top and the 

words CHIEFS OF STAFF at the bottom, all tin blue enamel letters.  Miniature badges are 

approximately 1-1/2 inches in diameter. 

 

    (3) Correct Wear.  Wear on the left side.  The badge may be 

worn on all uniforms other than working uniforms.  This badge may be worn during and 

after the period of detail.   

 

     (a) Men 

 

                           - Wear the designated size badge.  (See paragraph (d) in this 

section.) 

      - On pockets with flaps, center the badge 

between the lower point of the flap and bottom of the pocket, midway between the 

sides.  <Figure 5-2-1>. 

      - On pockets without flaps, center the badge on 

the pocket. 

      - On full dress uniforms, center the identification 

badge on the left pocket 1/4 inch below the lowest row of medals or below the second 

breast insignia, if authorized.  If breast insignia, medals and identification badge combined 

cause the identification badge to be positioned on or below the lower seam of the pocket, 

incumbents do not wear the secondary breast insignia.  Post-tour personnel may wear 

either the identification badge or secondary breast insignia. 

 

                   (b) Women 
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                         - Wear the designated size badge.  (See para.(d) in this section.) 

                         - Centered 1/4 inch above the left coat/shirt pocket or 1/4 inch above 

authorized ribbons/large medals/breast insignia <Figure 5-2-1>.   

                         - Identification badges may optionally be worn on the corresponding right 

side of the coat or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the name tag. 

 

                   (c) Formal and Dinner Dress Uniforms 

 

                        - Men and women center badge 1/4 inch below the lowest row of miniature 

medals or secondary breast insignia. 

 

                   (d) Correct Size Badge  

 

                   (Incumbent and post-tour personnel) 

                   Miniature               Regular 

                   Summer White       Full Dress 

                   Service Khaki         Service Dress 

                   Formal Dress 

                   Dinner Dress 

                   Service Dress White (Jumper) 
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Added: 
 

   d.  Joint Chiefs of Staff 

 

    (1) Eligibility.  This badge is authorized for personnel 

designated in CJCSI 1100.01 (series). 

 

    (2) Description.  Regular badge, approximately 2-1/4 inches by 

2 inches, consists of an oval silver metal wreath of laurel with the United States shield, (the 

Chief in blue enamel and the 13 stripes alternating white and red enamel) on four gold 

metal unsheathed swords.  Two swords are in pale and two are in saltire with points to 

Chief, the points and pommels resting on the wreath, the blades and grips entwined with a 

gold metal continuous scroll surrounding the shield with the word JOINT at the top and the 

words CHIEFS OF STAFF at the bottom, all tin blue enamel letters (figure 5101.3d-

1).  Miniature badges are approximately 1-1/2 inches in diameter. 

 

 
Figure 5101.3d-1 

Joint Chiefs of Staff Badge 

 

    (3) Correct Wear.  Wear the designated size badge per 

paragraph (d) in this section.    The badge may be worn on all uniforms other than working 

uniforms.  This badge may be worn during and after the period of detail.   

 

     (a) Men.  Wear on the left side.  On uniforms with 

pocket flaps, center the badge between the lower point of the flap and bottom of the left 

pocket, midway between the sides (figure 5-1-1).  On pockets without flaps, center the 

badge on the pocket.  On full dress uniforms, center the identification badge on the left 

pocket 1/4 inch below the lowest row of medals or below the second breast insignia, if 

authorized.  If breast insignia, medals and identification badge combined cause the 

identification badge to be positioned on or below the lower seam of the pocket, incumbents 

do not wear the secondary breast insignia.  Post-tour personnel may wear either the 

identification badge or secondary breast insignia.  When wearing dual ID badges, refer to 

Article 5101.4. 

 

     (b) Women.  Wear centered 1/4 inch above the left 

coat/jumper/shirt pocket or 1/4 inch above authorized ribbons/large medals/breast insignia 

(figure 5-1-1).  Identification badges may optionally be worn on the corresponding right 

side of the coat, jumper or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the nametag.  When wearing dual 

ID badges, refer to Article 5101.4. 

 

 



U.S. Navy Uniform Regulations 
Summary of Changes (23 August 2021) 

 

39 
 

     (c) Formal and Dinner Dress Uniforms.  Men and women 

center badge 1/4 inch below the lowest row of miniature medals or secondary breast 

insignia. 

 

     (d) Correct Size Badge 

 

      (Incumbent and Post-Tour Personnel) 

      Miniature    Large 

      Formal Dress    Full Dress 

      Dinner Dress    Service Dress 

      Service Khaki 

      Summer White 

      E1-E6 Service Uniform 
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26.  Chapter 5, Section 1, Identification Badges, Eligibility and Description 
of Authorized Identification Badges, Command Senior Enlisted Leader 

Identification Badge, Article 5101.3e. 
 
Deleted: 
 

   e.  Command Senior Enlisted Leader Identification Badge 

 

        

 

    (1) Eligibility.  This badge is worn by all military personnel 

assigned to and performing the duties of Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON), 

Fleet Master Chief (FLTCM), Force Master Chief (FORCM), Command Master Chief (CMC) 

(NEC 8CMC), Chief of the Boat (COB) (NEC 8COB), Command Senior Chief (CSC) (NEC 

8CSC), and collateral duty Command Master Chief, Command Senior Chief and Command 

Chief. 

 

    (2) Description.  Regular badges are approximately 1-3/4 

inches by 1-3/8 inches, oval, and bordered with a gold chain.  The Master or Senior Chief 

Petty Officer device and identifying silver plate, with applicable raised silver lettering 

("Navy", "Fleet", "Force", or "Command"), are centered on a brushed gold 

background.  Miniature badges are one-half the size of the regular badge. 

 

    (3) Correct Wear.  Only one Command Senior Enlisted 

Leader Identification Badge may be worn at any one time.  The badge may be worn during 

and after the period of detail.  This badge is the only identification badge that may be worn 

post-tour when wearing another identification badge as an incumbent. 

 

     (a) The full size Command Senior Enlisted Leader 

Identification Badge will be worn on all uniforms except the Dinner Dress Uniforms. 

 

     (b) When wearing the Command Senior Enlisted 

Leader Identification Badge with the new Navy Working Uniform (NWU), follow the 

procedures prescribed in chapter 3, section 6, article <3603>.  Otherwise, wear the badge 

as follows:  

 

Otherwise, wear the badge as follows:  

 

     (c) Incumbents 
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      1.  Men wear on the left pocket.  On pockets with 

flaps,  (except NWU), center the badge between the lower point of the flap and bottom of 

the pocket, midway between the pocket edges.  On pockets without flaps, center the badge 

on the pocket.  On the full dress uniforms, center the badge on the left pocket 1/4 inch 

below the lowest row of medals or below the second breast insignia, if authorized.  If breast 

insignia, medals and identification badge combined cause the identification badge to be 

positioned on or below the lower seam of the pocket, do not wear the secondary breast 

insignia. On the NWU wear the badge centered on the left shirt pocket flap. 

 

      2.  Women wear the full size badge centered 1/4 

inch above the right breast pocket.  On uniforms without breast pockets, place the badge in 

the same relative position as ribbons/medals.  When wearing a name tag, center the device 

1/4 inch above nametag.  As an option, the command senior enlisted leader identification 

badge may be worn centered on the left breast pocket.  On pockets with flaps, center the 

badge between the lower point of the flap and bottom of the pocket, midway between the 

sides.  On pockets without flaps, center the badge on the pocket.  On the full dress 

uniforms, center the badge on the left pocket 1/4 inch below the lowest row of medals or 

below the second breast insignia, if authorized.  The badge will be worn in such manner to 

preserve the dignity and appearance of the Navy uniform. 

 

      3.  Dinner Dress Uniforms.  Men and women 

wear the miniature size badge 1/4 inch below the lowest row of miniature medals or 

secondary breast insignia. 

 

     (d) Post-tour.  Command Senior Enlisted Leaders 

holding a valid 8CMC/8COB/8CSC NEC who are not assigned to an 8CMC/8COB/8CSC billet 

may wear the miniature command senior enlisted leader identification badge as follows: 

 

      1.  Men and women wear post tour CSEL badge 

in the same position as incumbent CSEL badge is worn. 

 

      2.  When wearing full dress uniforms, men center 

the badge 1/4 inch below the lower of either the medals or secondary breast 

insignia.  Women, center the badge 1/4 inch above the left pocket, medals or primary 

breast insignia. 

 

      3.  Post-tour wear on formal, dinner dress, and 

working uniforms is not authorized. 

 

     (e) When wearing full dress white, the combination of 

breast insignia, medals, and identification badge will not extend below the lower seam of 

the pocket for males.  For females, they will not extend lower than the second button on the 

Service Dress White Coat and no lower than the fourth button on the Service Dress White 

Chokers. 

 

    (4) Per OPNAVINST 1306.2H, commands with designated 

collateral duty command senior enlisted leaders (CSELs) will wear the appropriate 

Command Master, Senior, or Chief badge while functioning in that capacity only.  Post tour 

wear is not authorized. 
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Added: 
 

   e.  Navy, Fleet, Force and Command Senior Enlisted Leader (CSEL)  

Identification Badges 

 

    (1) Eligibility.  This badge is worn by all military personnel 

assigned to and performing the duties of Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON), 

Fleet Master Chief (FLTCM), Force Master Chief (FORCM), Command Master Chief (CMC) 

(NEC 8CMC), Chief of the Boat (COB) (NEC 8COB), Command Senior Chief (CSC) (NEC 

8CSC), and collateral duty Command Master Chief, Command Senior Chief and Command 

Chief.  Per OPNAVINST 1306.2 (series), commands with designated collateral duty 

Command Senior Enlisted Leaders (CSELs) will wear the appropriate Command Master, 

Senior, or Chief badge while functioning in that capacity only.  Post-tour wear is not 

authorized for collateral duty CSELs. 

 

    (2) Description.  Regular size badges are approximately 1-3/4 

inches by 1-3/8 inches.  Miniature size badges are approximately 3/4 inches by 7/8 inches.  

Badges are oval and bordered with a gold chain.  The appropriate rate device and 

identifying silver plate, with applicable raised silver lettering ("Navy", "Fleet", "Force", or 

"Command"), are centered on a brushed gold background (figure 5101.3e-1).  Miniature 

badges are approximately one-half the size of the regular badge (figure 5101.3e-2).  NWU 

Type III embroidered badges are green with black stitching (figure 5101.3e-3). 
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Figure 5101.3e-1 

Regular Size CSEL Identification Badges 

 

 
Figure 5101.3e-2 

Miniature Size CSEL Identification Badges 
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Figure 5101.3e-3 

NWU Type III CSEL Identification Badges 

 

    (3) Correct Wear.  Only one Command Senior Enlisted 

Leader Identification Badge may be worn at any one time.  The badge may be worn during 

and after the period of detail, except for collateral duty CSELs (who may wear the badge 

only while designated as CSEL).  Wear embroidered badges on the Navy Working Uniform 

and wear metal badges on all other uniforms as authorized. 

 

     (a) Incumbents.  The regular size Command Senior 

Enlisted Leader Identification Badge will be worn on all uniforms except the Dinner Dress 

Uniforms (wear miniature size). 

 

      1.  Men.  Wear on the wearer’s left pocket.  On 

pockets with flaps (except NWU), center the badge between the lower point of the flap and 

bottom of the pocket, midway between the pocket edges.  On pockets without flaps, center 

the badge on the pocket.  On the full dress uniforms, center the badge on the left pocket 

1/4 inch below the lowest row of medals or below the second breast insignia, if 

authorized.  If breast insignia, medals and identification badge combined cause the 

identification badge to be positioned on or below the lower seam of the pocket, do not wear 

the secondary breast insignia. On the NWU, wear the badge centered on the wearer’s left 

shirt pocket flap, and no other device is authorized for wear on the pocket flap (figure 5-1-

2). When wearing dual ID badges, refer to Article 5101.4. 
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      2.  Women.  Wear centered 1/4 inch above the 

wearer’s right breast pocket.  On uniforms without breast pockets, place the badge in the 

same relative position as ribbons/medals.  When wearing a nametag, center the device 1/4 

inch above nametag.  As an option, the CSEL identification badge may be worn centered on 

the wearer’s left breast pocket.  On pockets with flaps (except NWU), center the badge 

between the lower point of the flap and bottom of the pocket, midway between the 

sides.  On pockets without flaps, center the badge on the pocket.  On full dress uniforms, 

center the badge on the left pocket 1/4 inch below the lowest row of medals or below the 

secondary breast insignia, if authorized. The badge will be worn in such manner to preserve 

the dignity and appearance of the Navy uniform.  On the NWU, wear the badge centered on 

the wearer’s left shirt pocket flap, and no other device is authorized for wear on the pocket 

flap (figure 5-1-2).  When wearing dual ID badges, refer to Article 5101.4. 

 

      3.  Dinner Dress Uniforms.  Men and women 

wear the miniature size badge 1/4 inch below the lowest row of miniature medals or 

secondary breast insignia. 

 

     (b) Post-tour. Command Senior Enlisted Leaders holding 

a valid 8CMC/8COB/8CSC NEC who are not assigned to an 8CMC/8COB/8CSC billet may 

wear the miniature CSEL identification badge as described below.  Post-tour wear is not 

authorized for collateral duty CSELs. 

 

      1.  Men and women wear post tour CSEL badge 

in the same position as incumbent CSEL badge is worn. 

 

      2.  When wearing full dress uniforms, men center 

the badge 1/4 inch below the lower of either the medals or secondary breast 

insignia.  Women, center the badge 1/4 inch above the left pocket, medals or primary 

breast insignia. 

 

      3.  Post-tour wear on dinner dress and working 

uniforms is not authorized. 

 

     (c) When wearing full dress white, the combination of 

breast insignia, medals, and identification badge will not extend below the lower seam of 

the pocket for males.  For females, they will not extend lower than the fourth button on the 

Service Dress White Coat.  
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27.  Chapter 5, Section 1, Identification Badges, Eligibility and Description 
of Authorized Identification Badges, Recruiting Command, Article 5101.3f. 

 
Deleted: 
 

          f.  Recruiting Command 

 

              

 

               (1) Eligibility.  This badge is worn by all military personnel while assigned to duty 

with the Navy Recruiting Command.  In addition, COMNAVCRUITCOM and COMNAVRESFOR 

recruiting personnel and PCN-1 (Recruit Procurement) instructors may be authorized by 

their respective commands to wear the Recruiting Command Identification Badge during 

recruiting duty or recruiter instructor duty. 

 

               (2) Description.  Embossed around the outside of the badge are "United States 

Navy," "Recruiting Command" and two stars.  The center contains an eagle design, similar 

to the Bureau of Naval Personnel seal.  Excellent performance meeting criteria set by 

COMNAVCRUITCOM is acknowledged with the addition of a gold metallic wreath and gold or 

silver stars.  All recruiters, officer and enlisted, serving in assigned recruiting billets in the 

direct recruiting production chain are eligible for the gold wreath award.  Subsequent 

awards are signified by silver stars added to the wreath and a gold star is issued in lieu of 

three silver stars.  Wear the wreath only while assigned to recruiting billets designated by 

COMNAVCRUITCOM. 

 

                (3) Correct Wear.  Wear on the left side.  The badge may be worn only on 

uniforms requiring large medals or ribbons.  This badge may be worn only during the period 

of detail. 

 

                     (a) Men 

 

                          - On pockets with flaps, center the badge between the lower point of the 

flap and bottom of the pocket, midway between the sides.  <Figure 5-2-1>. 

                          - On pockets without flaps, center the badge on the pocket. 

                          - On full dress uniforms, center the identification badge on the left pocket 

1/4 inch below the lowest row of medals or below the second breast insignia, if 

authorized.  If breast insignia, medals and identification badge combined cause the 

identification badge to be positioned on or below the lower seam of the pocket, do not wear 

the secondary breast insignia. 
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                    (b)  Women 

 

                          - Centered 1/4 inch above the left coat/shirt pocket or 1/4 inch above 

authorized ribbons/large medals/breast insignia <Figure 5-2-1>.  On the NWUs, center the 

identification badge on the left pocket flap. 

                          - Identification badges may optionally be worn on the corresponding right 

side of the coat or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the name tag. 

 

 

Added: 
 

          f.  Recruiting Command 

 

               (1) Eligibility.  This badge is worn by all military personnel while assigned to duty 

with the Navy Recruiting Command.  In addition, COMNAVCRUITCOM and COMNAVRESFOR 

recruiting personnel and PCN-1 (Recruit Procurement) instructors may be authorized by 

their respective commands to wear the Recruiting Command Identification Badge during 

recruiting duty or recruiter instructor duty. 

 

               (2) Description.  Embossed around the outside of the badge are "United States 

Navy," "Recruiting Command" and two stars.  The center contains an eagle design, similar 

to the Bureau of Naval Personnel seal (figure 5101.3f-1).  Excellent performance meeting 

criteria set by COMNAVCRUITCOM is acknowledged with the addition of a gold metallic 

wreath and gold or silver stars (figure 5101.3f-2).  All recruiters, officer and enlisted, 

serving in assigned recruiting billets in the direct recruiting production chain are eligible for 

the gold wreath award.  Subsequent awards are signified by silver stars added to the wreath 

and a gold star is issued in lieu of three silver stars.  Wear the wreath only while assigned to 

recruiting billets designated by COMNAVCRUITCOM. 

 

  
Figure 5101.3f-1 

Recruiting Command Badge 

Figure 5101.3f-2 

Recruiting Command Badge 

(with Gold Wreath) 

 

                (3) Correct Wear.    The badge may be worn only on uniforms requiring large 

medals or ribbons.  This badge may be worn only during the period of detail. 

 

                     (a) Men.  Wear on the wearer’s left pocket.  On pockets with flaps, center the 

badge between the lower point of the flap and bottom of the pocket, midway between the 

pocket edges (figure 5-1-1).  On pockets without flaps, center the badge on the pocket.  On 
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full dress uniforms, center the badge on the left pocket 1/4 inch below the lowest row of 

medals or below the second breast insignia, if authorized.  If breast insignia, medals and 

identification badge combined cause the identification badge to be positioned on or below 

the lower seam of the pocket, do not wear the secondary breast insignia. When wearing 

dual ID badges, refer to Article 5101.4.  

 

                    (b)  Women.  Wear centered 1/4 inch above the left coat/jumper/shirt pocket 

or 1/4 inch above authorized ribbons/large medals/breast insignia (figure 5-1-1).  

Identification badges may optionally be worn on the corresponding right side of the coat, 

jumper or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the nametag.  When wearing dual ID badges, refer 

to Article 5101.4. 
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28.  Chapter 5, Section 1, Identification Badges, Eligibility and Description 
of Authorized Identification Badges, Career Counselor, Article 5101.3g. 

 
Deleted: 
 

   g.  Career Counselor 

 

     
 

    (1) Eligibility 

 

     (a) This badge may be worn by all personnel in the Navy 

Counselor (NC) rating assigned as Command Career Counselor, all personnel possessing 

NEC 9588 assigned as the Command Career Counselor, and Instructors of Command Career 

Counselor Course (CIN):  (A-501-0011) and (R-501-0005). 

 

     (b) Additionally, USN/USNR(FTS) personnel and 

Selected Reservists designated as Command or Unit Career Counselor at a Naval Reserve 

Activity who have successfully completed the Career Information Course (CIN: R-501-0005) 

are authorized to wear the badge.  Designation as Command/Unit Career Counselor by the 

Commanding Officer will be required in writing. 

 

     (c) The badge may also be worn by commanding 

officers, executive officers, and officers designated full-time retention officers on the staffs 

of the Chief of Naval Operations, fleet commanders-in-chief, and type commanders.  Those 

eligible to wear both Career Counselor and Navy Fleet/Force/Command Master Chief badges 

may only wear the latter unless specific permission to wear both has been granted by the 

Chief of Naval Operations. 

 

    (2) Description.  The words are embossed around the outside of 

the badge in gold lettering set in a blue background ("United States Navy," "Career 

Counselor," and two stars).  The center contains an eagle design, similar to the Bureau of 

Naval Personnel seal. 

 

    (3) Correct Wear.  Wear on the left side.  The badge may be 

worn on all uniforms except formal and dinner dress.  This badge may be worn only during 

the period of detail. 

 

     (a) Men 
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      - On pockets with flaps, center the badge 

between the lower point of the flap and bottom of the pocket, midway between the 

sides.  <Figure 5-2-1>. 

      - On pockets without flaps, center the badge on 

the pocket. 

      - On full dress uniforms, center the identification 

badge on the left pocket 1/4 inch below the lowest row of medals or below the second 

breast insignia, if authorized.  If breast insignia, medals and identification badge combined 

cause the identification badge to be positioned on or below the lower seam of the pocket, do 

not wear the secondary breast insignia. 

 

     (b) Women 

 

      - Centered 1/4 inch above the left coat/shirt 

pocket or1/4 inch above authorized ribbons/large medals/breast insignia <Figure 5-2-

1>.  On the NWUs, center the identification badge on the left pocket flap. 

      - Identification badges may optionally be worn on 

the corresponding right side of the coat or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the name tag. 

      - Identification badges may optionally be worn on 

the corresponding right side of the coat or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the name tag. 
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Added: 
 

   g.  Career Counselor     

 

    (1) Eligibility 

 

     (a) This badge may be worn by all personnel in the Navy 

Counselor (NC) rating assigned as Command Career Counselor, all personnel possessing 

NEC 806R (Career Information Program Advisor) designated in writing as the Command 

Career Counselor, and Instructors of Command Career Counselor Course (CIN):  (A-501-

0011) and (R-501-0005). 

 

     (b) Additionally, Active and Reserve Component 

personnel possessing NEC 807R (Reserve Career Information Program Advisor) and 

designated in writing as Command or Unit Career Counselor at a Naval Reserve Activity who 

have successfully completed the Career Information Course (CIN: R-501-0005) are 

authorized to wear the badge. 

 

     (c) The badge may also be worn by commanding 

officers, executive officers, and officers designated full-time retention officers on the staffs 

of the Chief of Naval Operations, fleet commanders-in-chief, and type commanders.  Those 

eligible to wear both Career Counselor and Navy Fleet/Force/Command Master Chief badges 

may only wear the latter unless specific permission to wear both has been granted by the 

Chief of Naval Operations. 

 

    (2) Description.  The words are embossed around the outside of 

the badge in gold lettering set in a blue background ("United States Navy," "Career 

Counselor," and two stars).  The center contains an eagle design, similar to the Bureau of 

Naval Personnel seal (figure 5101.3g-1).  NWU Type III badges are embroidered in black 

stitching on fabric matching the NWU uniform, with the exception that the pattern will not 

contain black pixels (figure 5101.3g-2).  The shape and size of the fabric on which the 

badge is embroidered will be square and the approximate size of the breast insignia with no 

more than 1/4 inch of fabric on either side of the embroidery. 

 

  

Figure 5101.3g-1 

Career Counselor Badge 

Figure 5101.3g-2 

Career Counselor Badge 

(NWU Type III) 
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    (3) Correct Wear.  The badge may be worn on all uniforms 

except formal and dinner dress.  This badge may be worn only during the period of detail.  

Wear embroidered badges on the Navy Working Uniform, and wear metal badges on all 

other uniforms as authorized.   

 

     (a) Men.  Wear on the wearer’s left pocket.  On pockets 

with flaps (except NWU), center the badge between the lower point of the flap and bottom 

of the left pocket, midway between the sides (figure 5-1-1).  On pockets without flaps, 

center the badge on the pocket.  On full dress uniforms, center the identification badge on 

the left pocket 1/4 inch below the lowest row of medals or below the second breast insignia, 

if authorized.  If breast insignia, medals and identification badge combined cause the 

identification badge to be positioned on or below the lower seam of the pocket, do not wear 

the secondary breast insignia.  On the NWU, wear the badge centered on the wearer’s left 

shirt pocket flap, and no other device is authorized for wear on the pocket flap (figure 5-1-

2).  When wearing dual ID badges, refer to Article 5101.4. 

 

     (b) Women.  Wear centered 1/4 inch above the left 

coat/jumper/shirt pocket or 1/4 inch above authorized ribbons/large medals/breast insignia 

(except NWU) (figure 5-1-1).  Identification badges may optionally be worn on the 

corresponding right side of the coat, jumper or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the nametag.  

On the NWU, wear the badge centered on the wearer’s left shirt pocket flap, and no other 

device is authorized for wear on the pocket flap (figure 5-1-2).  When wearing dual ID 

badges, refer to Article 5101.4. 
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29.  Chapter 5, Section 1, Identification Badges, Eligibility and Description 
of Authorized Identification Badges, Recruit Division Commander Badge 

and Gold Wreath Award, Article 5101.3h. 
 
Deleted: 
 

   h.  Recruit Division Commander Badge and Gold Wreath Award 

  

       

 

    (1) Eligibility.  The Recruit Division Commander (RDC) badge is 

worn by all personnel possessing an NEC of 9508 and assigned to duty as a Recruit Division 

Commander at a Recruit Training Command.  The Gold Wreath of Excellence is worn by 

RDCs (9508 NEC), who demonstrate sustained performance of excellence that meets criteria 

set by the Commanding Officer, Recruit Training Command. 

 

    (2) Description.  A gold rope borders the RDC badge, and a 

black band inside the gold rope is embossed in gold lettering with the words "Division 

Commander".  The center contains an eagle design, similar to the Bureau of Naval 

Personnel Seal, on a white background encircled by gold link.  On the Gold Wreath Award, a 

gold wreath borders the badge.  A white scroll with the word "Excellence" in gold inside the 

gold wreath is embossed in gold lettering with the words "Division Commander".  The center 

contains an eagle design, similar to the Bureau of Naval Personnel Seal, on a white 

background encircled by gold link 

 

    (3) Correct Wear.  Wear on the left side.  The badge may be 

worn on all uniforms except formal or dinner dress.  This badge may be worn only during 

the period of detail. 

 

     (a) Men 

 

      - On pockets with flaps, center the badge 

between the lower point of the flap and bottom of the pocket, midway between the 

sides.  <Figure 5-2-1>. 

      - On pockets without flaps, center the badge on 

the pocket. 

      - On full dress uniforms, center the identification 

badge on the left pocket 1/4 inch below the lowest row of medals or below the second 

breast insignia, if authorized.  If breast insignia, medals and identification badge combined 

cause the identification badge to be positioned on or below the lower seam of the pocket, do 

not wear the identification badge. 
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     (b) Women 

 

      - Centered 1/4 inch above the left coat/shirt 

pocket or 1/4 inch above authorized ribbons/large medals/breast insignia <Figure 5-2-

1>.  On the NWUs, center the identification badge on the left pocket flap. 

      - Identification badges may optionally be worn on 

the corresponding right side of the coat or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the name tag.”   
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Added: 
 

   h.  Recruit Division Commander Badge and Gold Wreath Award 

 

    (1) Eligibility.  The Recruit Division Commander (RDC) badge is 

worn by all personnel possessing NEC 8RDC and assigned to duty as a Recruit Division 

Commander at a Recruit Training Command.  The Gold Wreath of Excellence is worn by 

RDCs (NEC 8RDC) who demonstrate sustained performance of excellence that meets criteria 

set by the Commanding Officer, Recruit Training Command. 

 

    (2) Description.  A gold rope borders the RDC badge, and a 

black band inside the gold rope is embossed in gold lettering with the words "Division 

Commander".  The center contains an eagle design, similar to the Bureau of Naval 

Personnel Seal, on a white background encircled by gold link (figure 5101.3h-1).  On the 

Gold Wreath Award, a gold wreath borders the badge.  A white scroll with the word 

"Excellence" in gold inside the gold wreath is embossed in gold lettering with the words 

"Division Commander".  The center contains an eagle design, similar to the Bureau of Naval 

Personnel Seal, on a white background encircled by gold link (figure 5101.3h-2). 

 

 
 

Figure 5101.3h-1 

Recruit Division Commander Badge 

Figure 5101.3h-2 

Gold Wreath of Excellence 

 

    (3) Correct Wear.    The badge may be worn on all uniforms 

except formal or dinner dress.  This badge may be worn only during the period of detail. 

 

     (a) Men.  Wear on the wearer’s left pocket.  On pockets 

with flaps (except NWU), center the badge between the lower point of the flap and bottom 

of the left pocket, midway between the sides (figure 5-1-1).  On pockets without flaps, 

center the badge on the pocket.  On full dress uniforms, center the identification badge on 

the left pocket 1/4 inch below the lowest row of medals or below the second breast insignia, 

if authorized.  If breast insignia, medals and identification badge combined cause the 

identification badge to be positioned on or below the lower seam of the pocket, do not wear 

the identification badge.  On the NWU, center the metal identification badge on the wearer’s 

left pocket flap (Figure 5-1-2).  . Only one device can be worn on the pocket flap. When 

wearing dual ID badges, refer to Article 5101.4. 

 

 

     (b) Women.  Wear centered 1/4 inch above the left 

coat/jumper/shirt pocket or 1/4 inch above authorized ribbons/large medals/breast insignia 

(except NWU)(figure 5-1-1).   Identification badges may optionally be worn on the 
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corresponding right side of the coat, jumper or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the nametag 

(except NWU).  On the NWU, center the metal identification badge on the wearer’s left 

pocket flap (Figure 5-1-2).  Only one device can be worn on the pocket flap.  When wearing 

dual ID badges, refer to Article 5101.4. 
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30.  Chapter 5, Section 1, Identification Badges, Eligibility and Description of 

Authorized Identification Badges, Merchant Marine Service Emblem, Article 

5101.3i. 

 

Deleted: 

 

   i.  Merchant Marine Service Emblem 

 

  

 

    (1) Eligibility.  Issued to active merchant seamen for service 

from December 7, 1941 to July 25, 1947. 

 

    (2) Description.  A circular, gold metal emblem, 1 inch in 

diameter, with a gold anchor superimposed in the center of a silver federal shield.  UNITED 

STATES MERCHANT MARINE is inscribed around the device. 

 

    (3) Correct Wear.  Wear on the left side.  The badge may be 

worn on all uniforms other than working uniforms.  Post-tour wear is authorized. 

 

     (a) Men 

 

      - On pockets with flaps, center the badge 

between the lower point of the flap and bottom of the pocket, midway between the 

sides.  <Figure 5-2-1>. 

      - On pockets without flaps, center the badge on 

the pocket. 

      - On full dress uniforms, center the identification 

badge on the left pocket 1/4 inch below the lowest row of medals or below the second 

breast insignia, if authorized.  If breast insignia, medals and identification badge combined 

cause the identification badge to be positioned on or below the lower seam of the pocket, do 

not wear the identification badge. 

 

     (b) Women 

 

      - Centered 1/4 inch above the left coat/shirt 

pocket or 1/4 inch above authorized ribbons/large medals/breast insignia <Figure 5-2-1>.  

       - Identification badges may optionally be worn on 

the corresponding right side of the coat or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the name tag. 

  

     (c) Formal and Dinner Dress Uniforms  

 

      - Center the badge 1/4 inch below the lowest row 

of miniature medals. 
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Added: 
 

   i.  Merchant Marine Service Emblem 

 

    (1) Eligibility.  Issued to active merchant seamen for service 

from December 7, 1941 to July 25, 1947. 

 

    (2) Description.  A circular, gold metal emblem, 1 inch in 

diameter, with a gold anchor superimposed in the center of a silver federal shield.  UNITED 

STATES MERCHANT MARINE is inscribed around the device (figure 5101.3i-1). 

 

 
Figure 5101.3i-1 

Merchant Marine Service Emblem 

 

    (3) Correct Wear.  Wear the designated size badge per 

paragraph (d) in this section. The badge may be worn on all uniforms other than working 

uniforms.  Post-tour wear is authorized. 

 

     (a) Men.  Wear on the wearer’s left pocket.  On pockets 

with flaps, center the badge between the lower point of the flap and bottom of the left 

pocket, midway between the sides (figure 5-1-1).  On pockets without flaps, center the 

badge on the pocket.  On full dress uniforms, center the identification badge on the left 

pocket 1/4 inch below the lowest row of medals or below the second breast insignia, if 

authorized.  If breast insignia, medals and identification badge combined cause the 

identification badge to be positioned on or below the lower seam of the pocket, do not wear 

the identification badge.  When wearing dual ID badges, refer to Article 5101.4. 

 

 

     (b) Women.  Wear centered 1/4 inch above the left 

coat/jumper/shirt pocket or 1/4 inch above authorized ribbons/large medals/breast insignia 

(figure 5-1-1).  Identification badges may optionally be worn on the corresponding right 

side of the coat, jumper or shirt centered 1/4 inch above the nametag. When wearing dual 

ID badges refer to Article 5101.4. 

  

     (c) Formal and Dinner Dress Uniforms.  Center the 

badge 1/4 inch below the lowest row of miniature medals. 

 

(d) Correct Size Badge 

 

      (Incumbent and Post-Tour Personnel) 

      Miniature    Large 

      Formal Dress    Full Dress 

      Dinner Dress    Service Dress 

      Service Khaki 

      Summer White 

      E1-E6 Service Uniform  
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31.  Chapter 5, Section 1, Identification Badges, Eligibility and Description 
of Authorized Identification Badges, Navy Security Force Identification 

Badges, Article 5101.3j. 
 
Deleted:  
 

   j.  Navy Security Force Identification Badges   

 

 
 

 
 

    (1) Description.  U.S. Navy Security Force Identification 

badge/patch will be standardized in design and color reflecting three categories of security 

duties: U.S. Navy Security Forces, U.S. Navy Corrections Specialist and U.S. Navy Chief 

Master-At-Arms.  Security Badges will be metal or embroidered patches, gold in color, black 

lettering and approximately 2 1/2 inch in height by 1 3/4 inch in width.  Metal badges will 

be stamped with raised insignia.  The face of the badge/patch will have a right facing eagle 

perched atop a wreathed shield.  Additionally: 
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     (a) Navy Security Forces (NSF): The top scroll (line 1) 

will be stamped U.S. Navy; The second scroll (line 2) will be stamped security; The third 

scroll (line 3) will be stamped forces; and the fourth scroll (line 4) will be engraved with a 

four digit number by Defense Logistics Agency Support (DLA-TS).  The center piece will be 

the master-at-arms (MA) rating insignia.  The fourth scroll of the embroidered patch will 

have a black embossed star vice a four digit number. 

 

     (b) Corrections Specialist: The top scroll (line 1) will be 

stamped U.S. Navy; the second scroll (line 2) will be stamped correction; the third scroll 

(line 3) will be stamped specialist; and fourth scroll (line 4) will have black embossed 

star.  The center piece will be a fouled anchor. 

 

     (c) Chief Master-At-Arms (CMAA): The top scroll (line 1) 

will be stamped U.S. Navy; the second scroll (line 2) will be stamped CMAA, the third scroll 

(line 3) will be blank; and fourth scroll (line 4) will have a black embossed star.  The center 

piece will be a fouled anchor. 

 

    (2) Occasion for wear.  The U.S. Navy identification 

badge/patch will be standardized as follows:  

 

     (a) Navy Security Forces (NSF) badge/patch.  All 

security LDO/CWO (649X/749X) and rated Master-At-Arms will wear the NSF badge/patch 

for the duration of their duty within the security career path.  Personnel who change 

designators or rating out of the NSF career field will no longer be authorized to wear the 

NSF badge/patch. 

 

     (b) Correction Specialist badge/patch.  All personnel 

assigned NEC 2008, 9575 or 9516 are authorized to wear the Corrections Specialist 

badge/patch for the duration of their assignment.  

 

     (c) Chief Master-At-Arms (CMAA) 

badge/patch.  Personnel assigned Permanent Change of Station (PCS) to CMAA duties will 

be authorized to wear the CMAA badge/patch for the duration of their assignment. 

 

    (3) Manner of wear. Metal badges will be worn on all uniforms 

except working uniforms, centered one quarter of an inch above the right breast pocket 

or nametag, as applicable.  On uniforms without a right breast pocket, place it in the same 

relative position as the ribbons/medals.  When wearing a nametag, center the badge one 

quarter of an inch above the nametag.  Embroidered patches matching the design of the 

metal badge will be worn on working uniforms (NWU Types II and III only) centered above 

and flush with the wearer's nametape. 
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Added: 
 

   j.  Navy Security Force Identification Badges   

 

    (1) Description.  U.S. Navy Security Force Identification 

badge/patch will be standardized in design and color reflecting three categories of security 

duties: U.S. Navy Security Forces, U.S. Navy Corrections Specialist and U.S. Navy Chief 

Master-At-Arms.  Security Badges will be metal (figure 5101.3j-1) or embroidered patches 

(figure 5101.3j-2), gold in color, black lettering and approximately 2 1/2 inch in height by 1 

3/4 inch in width.  Metal badges will be stamped with raised insignia.  The face of the 

badge/patch will have a right facing eagle perched atop a wreathed shield. 

  

     (a) Navy Security Forces (NSF): The top scroll (line 1) 

will be stamped U.S. Navy; The second scroll (line 2) will be stamped security; The third 

scroll (line 3) will be stamped forces; and the fourth scroll (line 4) will be engraved with a 

four digit number by Defense Logistics Agency Support (DLA-TS).  The centerpiece will be 

the master-at-arms (MA) rating insignia.  The fourth scroll of the embroidered patch will 

have a black embossed star vice a four-digit number. 

 

     (b) Corrections Specialist: The top scroll (line 1) will be 

stamped U.S. Navy; the second scroll (line 2) will be stamped corrections; the third scroll 

(line 3) will be stamped specialist; and fourth scroll (line 4) will have black embossed 

star.  The centerpiece will be a fouled anchor. 

 

     (c) Chief Master-At-Arms (CMAA): The top scroll (line 1) 

will be stamped U.S. Navy; the second scroll (line 2) will be stamped CMAA, the third scroll 

(line 3) will be blank; and fourth scroll (line 4) will have a black embossed star.  The 

centerpiece will be a fouled anchor. 

 

Navy Security 

Forces 

Corrections 

Specialist 

Chief  

Master-at-Arms 

 
Figure 5101.3j-1 

Metal Navy Security Force Badges 
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Navy Security 

Forces 

Corrections 

Specialist 

Chief  

Master-at-Arms 

 
Figure 5101.3j-2 

Embroidered Navy Security Force Badges 

 

    (2) Occasion for wear.  The U.S. Navy identification 

badge/patch will be standardized as follows:  

 

     (a) Navy Security Forces (NSF) badge/patch.  All 

security LDO/CWO (649X/749X) and rated Master-At-Arms will wear the NSF badge/patch 

for the duration of their duty within the security career path.  Personnel who change 

designators or rating out of the NSF career field will no longer be authorized to wear the 

NSF badge/patch. 

 

     (b) Corrections Specialist badge/patch.  All personnel 

assigned NECs P08A, 826A, or 810A are authorized to wear the Corrections Specialist 

badge/patch for the duration of their assignment.  

 

     (c) Chief Master-At-Arms (CMAA) 

badge/patch.  Personnel assigned Permanent Change of Station (PCS) to CMAA duties will 

be authorized to wear the CMAA badge/patch for the duration of their assignment. 

 

    (3) Correct wear.  Metal badges will be worn on all uniforms 

(see Navy Working Uniform wear below), centered one quarter of an inch above the right 

breast pocket or nametag, as applicable (figure 5101.3j-3).  On uniforms without a right 

breast pocket, place it in the same relative position as the ribbons/medals (figures 5101.3j-

4 and 5101.3j-5).  When wearing a nametag, center the badge one quarter of an inch above 

the nametag.  On the NWU Type III, metal badges are worn centered above the wearer’s 

right breast pocket, 1/4 inch above the nametape and embroidered patches are centered 

above and flush with the wearer's nametape. 
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Figure 5101.3j-3 

Placement of Navy Security Force Badges (Uniforms with Pocket Flaps) 

 

 
Figure 5101.3j-4 

Placement of Navy Security Force Badges (Uniforms without Pocket Flaps) 
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Figure 5101.3j-5 

Placement of Navy Security Force Badges (Uniforms without Pockets) 

 

 

 

    (4) Ordering Information.  Navy Security Forces identification 

badges are managed by Defense Logistics Agency Troop Support (DLA-TS); metal and 

embroidered security badges may be procured via FEDMALL or Standard Navy 

Requisitioning.  NSNs are provided below for ease of reference. 

  

     (a) Navy Security Forces Badge NSNs are: 8455-01-

617-6192 (metal); 8455-01-617-6354 (embroidery). 

 

     (b) Command Master at Arms Badge NSNs are: 8455-

01-617-6194 (metal); 8455-01-617-6358 (embroidery). 

 

     (c) Corrections Specialist Badge NSNs are: 8455-01-

617-6200 (metal); 8455-010-617-6360 (embroidery).  
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32.  Chapter 5, Section 1, Identification Badges, Eligibility and Description 
of Authorized Identification Badges, Joint/Unified Command Identification 

Badges, Article 5101.3k. 
 
Deleted: 
 

   k.  Joint/Unified Command Identification Badges 

 

    (1) Sailors assigned to Joint/Unified commands (to include 

NATO) are authorized to wear the identification badge of that command during the period of 

assignment only.  Joint/Unified command identification badges will be worn on 

authorized uniforms in the same manner as prescribed for the Office of the Secretary 

of Defense and Joint Chiefs of Staff badges. 
 

Added: 
 

   k.  Joint/Unified Command Identification Badges.  Sailors assigned to 

Joint/Unified commands (to include NATO) are authorized to wear the identification badge of 

that command during the period of assignment only.  Joint/Unified command identification 

badges will be worn on authorized uniforms in the same manner as prescribed for the Office 

of the Secretary of Defense and Joint Chiefs of Staff badges. 
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33.  Chapter 5, Section 4, Aiguillettes/Brassards/Buttons, Footnotes for 
Chapter Five. 

 
Deleted: 
 

FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER FIVE 

  

1.  Not a Navy decoration - listed for precedence only. 

 

2.  May be earned while a member of the Naval service. 

 

3.  Only the initial award (ribbon with frame and palm) may be worn. 

 

 

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS PROVIDED FOR COMMANDS ORDERING 

SECURITY FORCE IDENTIFICATION BADGES 

 

NSF identification badges are managed by Defense Logistics Agency Support (DLA-TS); 

metal and embroidered security badges may be procured via DLA E-Mail (embroidered 

badges $5.25 U/I-ea and metal badges $10.49 U/I-ea). 

 

1.  Navy Security Forces Badge NSNs are: 8455-01-617-6192 (metal); 8455-01-617-6354 

(embroidery). 

 

2.  Command Master at Arms Badge NSNs are: 8455-01-617-6194 (metal); 8455-01-617-

6358 (embroidery). 

 

3.  Correction Specialist Badge NSNs are: 8455-01-617-6200 (metal); 8455-010-617-6360 

(embroidery). 

 

Requisition inquiries can be directed to Ms. Suzanne Marinari, Navy Liaison Office 

Philadelphia at suzanne.marinari@dla.mil. 

 

Added: 
 

FOOTNOTES FOR CHAPTER FIVE 

  

1.  Not a Navy decoration - listed for precedence only. 

 

2.  May be earned while a member of the Naval service. 

 

3.  Only the initial award (ribbon with frame and palm) may be worn. 

 

  

mailto:suzanne.marinari@dla.mil
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34.  Chapter 5, Section 2, Breast Insignia, Figure 5-2-1. 
 

Deleted: 
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Added: 

 
Figure 5-1-1 

Placement of Identification Badge (Single) and Breast Insignia 

(Service/Service Dress Uniforms) 
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Figure 5-1-2 

NWU Placement of ID Badges and Breast Insignia (except as previously noted) 
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35.  Chapter 5, Section 2, Breast Insignia, Warfare and Other Qualification 

Insignia, Article 5201.2c. 

Deleted: 
 

   c.  Manner of Wearing Warfare and Other Qualification Insignia 

 

(1)  Breast insignia are worn on the left side of the uniform in a 

primary position, or a primary and secondary position. 

<Figure 5-2-1>. 

 

Added: 
 

   c.  Manner of Wearing Warfare and Other Qualification Insignia 

 

(1)  Breast insignia are worn on the left side of the uniform in a 

primary position, or a primary and secondary position 

(figure 5-1-1). 

 

 

36.  Chapter 5, Section 3, Awards, Ribbons, Article 5312.6. 

Deleted: 
 

  6.  Ribbons with Breast Insignia. When you wear ribbons with breast insignia, 

comply with Section 2 of this Chapter. <Figure 5-2-1>. 

 

Added: 
 

  6.  Ribbons with Breast Insignia. When you wear ribbons with breast insignia, 

comply with Section 2 of this Chapter (figure 5-1-1). 
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37.  Table of Contents, Chapter 5, Section 1. 

Deleted: 
 

SECTION 1 IDENTIFICATION BADGES   

1. PROVISIONS FOR WEAR 5101.1 

2. AUTHORIZED IDENTIFICATION BADGES 5101.2 

3. ELIGIBILITY AND DESCRIPTION OF AUTHORIZED IDENTIFICATION BADGES 5101.3 

 

Added: 
 

SECTION 1 IDENTIFICATION BADGES   

1. PROVISIONS FOR WEAR 5101.1 

2. AUTHORIZED IDENTIFICATION BADGES 5101.2 

3. ELIGIBILITY AND DESCRIPTION OF AUTHORIZED IDENTIFICATION BADGES 5101.3 

4. DUAL IDENTIFICATION BADGE MANNER OF WEAR 5101.4 
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38.  Chapter 5, Table of Contents. 

Deleted: 
 

   

SECTION 1: IDENTIFICATION BADGES Article 

     

1. PROVISIONS FOR WEAR 5101.1 

2. AUTHORIZED IDENTIFICATION BADGES 5101.2 

3. ELIGIBILITY AND DESCRIPTION OF 

AUTHORIZED IDENTIFICATION BADGES 

5101.3 

 

 

Added: 
 

 

SECTION 1: IDENTIFICATION BADGES Article 

     

1. PROVISIONS FOR WEAR 5101.1 

2. AUTHORIZED IDENTIFICATION BADGES 5101.2 

3. ELIGIBILITY AND DESCRIPTION OF 

AUTHORIZED IDENTIFICATION BADGES 

5101.3 

4. DUAL IDENTIFICATION BADGE MANNER OF 

WEAR 

5101.4 
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39.  Chapter 5, Section 1, Article 5101.4. 

Added: 
     

4. Dual Identification Badge Manner of Wear 

 

a. Men.  On uniforms with pocket flaps, center one badge on each pocket between the 

lower point of the flap and bottom of the pocket, midway between the sides.  On pockets 

without flaps, center one badge on each pocket. On Full Dress Uniforms, center the ID 

badge on the right in a position corresponding to the level of the ID badge on the left.   

On Dinner/Formal Dress Uniforms, place the ID badge or badges horizontally and centered 

on the right breast area of the uniform, so that the badges are upright and the bottom of 

the badges are aligned with the top of the lowest row miniature medals. When wearing two 

ID badges horizontally side by side on Dinner/Formal Uniforms, place a 1/8 to 1/4 inch gap 

between the badges. 

 

 
Figure 5101.4a-1 Male Uniform with Pocket Flaps Dual ID Badge 

 

 
Figure 5101.4a-2 Male Full Dress Dual ID Badge 
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Figure 5101.4a-3 Male Dinner Dress Blue Dual ID Badge 

 

 
Figure 5101.4a-4 Male Dinner Dress Blue and White Jacket Dual ID Badge 

 

 
Figure 5101.4a-5 Male/Female Dinner Dress Jumper 

 

 

   b. Women.  Both ID badges will be worn on the right side of the uniform.  On pockets with 

flaps, center ID badges horizontally 1/4 inch above the right pocket or 1/4 inch above the 

name tag or ribbons (for Full Dress).  For uniforms without pockets or pocket flaps, place 

the ID badges in the same relative location as in the manner of wear of uniforms with 

pocket flaps.  Optionally, the two ID badges may be worn 1/4 inch below the top of the 

pocket or the same relative area corresponding to uniforms without pockets.  On 

Dinner/Formal Dress Uniforms, place the ID badge or badges horizontally and centered on 

the right breast area of the uniform, so that the badges are upright and the bottom of the 

badges are aligned with the top of the lowest row miniature medals.  When wearing two ID 

badges horizontally side by side, place a 1/8 to 1/4 of an inch gap between the badges.  
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Figure 5101.4b-1 Female Uniform with Pocket Flaps Dual ID Badge (Optional wear) 

 

 
Figure 5101.4b-2 Female Uniform with Pocket Flaps Dual ID Badge (Optional wear) 

 

 
Figure 5101.4b-3 Female Uniform without Pocket Flaps Dual ID Badge (Optional wear) 
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Figure 5101.4b-4 Female Uniform without Pocket Flaps Dual ID Badge (Optional wear) 

 

 
Figure 5101.4b-5 Female Full Dress Dual ID Badge (Optional wear) 

 

 
Figure 5101.4b-6 Female Full Dress Dual ID Badge (Optional wear) 

 



U.S. Navy Uniform Regulations 
Summary of Changes (23 August 2021) 

 

77 
 

 
Figure 5101.4b-7 Female Dinner Dress Blue and White Jacket Dual ID Badge 

 

 
Figure 5101.4b-8 Female Dinner Dress Blue Dual ID Badge (Optional wear) 

 

 
Figure 5101.4b-9 Female Dinner Dress Jumper Dual ID Badge (Optional wear) 
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40.  Chapter 5, Section 3, Awards, Ribbons, Article 5312.1 
 

Deleted: 
 

5312.  RIBBONS 

 

  1.  Manner of Wear.  Ribbons are worn on the service coat or jumper of 

Service Dress Blue, Dress White, and on the shirt of Service Khaki, E6 and below Service 

Uniform. Ribbons are not authorized on formal dress, dinner dress, or working uniforms. 

Wear up to three ribbons in a single row. When more than three ribbons are authorized, 

wear them in horizontal rows of three each. If ribbons are not in multiples of three, the top 

row contains the lesser number, and the center of this row sits over the center of the one 

below it. Wear ribbons without spaces between ribbons or rows of ribbons.  Wear ribbons 

with the lower edge of the bottom row centered 1/4 inch above the left breast pocket and 

parallel to the deck. To prevent coat lapels from covering ribbons, ribbons may be aligned 

so the border to wearer's left is aligned with left side of pocket.  Rows of ribbons where 

more than 50% of the ribbon is covered by the coat lapel may contain two ribbons each and 

be aligned with left border.  On female coats or shirts without pockets, ribbons will be 

placed on the wearer’s left side with the lower row of ribbons placed approximately 6 1/4 

inches down as measured from the shoulder seam and centered over the front seam.  On 

Full Dress uniforms, see article 5313. 

 

Added: 
 

5312.  RIBBONS 

 

  1.  Manner of Wear.  Ribbons are worn on the service coat or jumper of 

Service Dress Blue, Service Dress White, and on the shirts of Service Khaki, Summer White, 

and the E1-E6 Service Uniform.  Ribbons are not authorized on formal dress, dinner dress, 

or working uniforms.  Wear up to three ribbons in a single row.  When more than three 

ribbons are authorized, wear them in horizontal rows of three each.  If ribbons are not in 

multiples of three, the top row contains the lesser number, and the center of this row sits 

over the center of the one below it (Figure 5-3-12).  Wear ribbons without spaces between 

ribbons or rows of ribbons.  Wear ribbons with the lower edge of the bottom row centered 

1/4 inch above the left breast pocket and parallel to the deck.  To prevent coat lapels from 

covering ribbons, ribbons may be aligned so the border to wearer's left is aligned with left 

side of pocket.  Rows of ribbons where more than 50% of the ribbon is covered by the coat 

lapel may contain two ribbons each and be aligned with left border (Figure 5-3-13).   On 

female coats or shirts without pockets, ribbons will be placed centered on the wearer’s left 

side with the bottom of the lowest row of ribbons placed approximately 6 1/4 inches down 

as measured from the shoulder seam and adjust height placement as necessary to 

accommodate proper placement.  (Figure 5-3-14).     On Full Dress uniforms, see article 

5313. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 5-3-12 Ribbon Placement (when not in a row of three) 
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Figure 5-3-13  Ribbon Placement (more than 50% of ribbon covered by lapel) 

 

 
Figure 5-3-14 Ribbon Placement (female shirt/coat without pockets) 
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41.  Chapter 5, Section 3, Awards, Large Medals, Article 5314. 

 
Deleted: 
 

  1.  Manner of Wear.  Large medals are worn on the wearer’s left side of the 

service coat or jumper of Full Dress Blues and Full Dress White.  When wearing more than 

one medal, suspend them from a holding bar that supports the medals' weight.  Place the 

holding bar of the lowest row of medals centered 1/4 inch above the left breast pocket and 

parallel to the deck.  On female coats without pockets, medals will be placed on the 

wearer’s left side with the lower horizontal holding bar placed approximately 6-1/4 inches 

down as measured from the shoulder seam and centered over the front seam.  The bars 

measure 4-1/8 inches wide, and each row of medals is 3-1/4 inches long from the top of the 

suspension ribbons to bottom of medals, so that bottom of medals dress in a horizontal 

line.  Multiple rows of medals should be grouped with the same number of medals in each 

row, with the lesser number in the top row if necessary.  A maximum of three medals may 

be worn side by side in a single row with no overlap.  Arrange four or more medals 

(maximum of five in a single row) following the layout in Table 5-3-1.  Overlapping will be 

proportional and the inboard medal will show in full.  Mount the medals so they cover the 

suspension ribbons of the medals below. 

  

  2.  Arrangement.  Arrange medals in order of precedence in rows from top 

down, inboard to outboard, within rows.  Service members possessing more than five 

medals may either wear the five senior medals or all of them. 

  

  3.  Medal of Honor with Large Medals.  When wearing either large or 

miniature medals, wear the Medal of Honor pendant on a suspension ribbon placed around 

the neck.  When wearing this medal with the male and female service dress white coat, 

place the ribbon outside the coat collar.  Place the ribbon between the shirt and coat collar 

with all other coats. 

  

  4.  Polishing Medals.  The wear of anodized, plated, or highly polished medals 

is prohibited except for personnel permanently assigned to the U.S. Navy Ceremonial Guard 

in Washington, D.C. 

  

  5.  Medals with Breast Insignia.  When wearing large medals with breast 

insignia, comply with Section 2 of this Chapter figures 5-3-1, 2, 3 and 4. 

 

 

Added: 
 

  1.  Manner of Wear.  Large medals are worn on the wearer’s left side of the 

service coat and jumper of Full Dress uniforms.  When wearing more than one medal, 

suspend them from a holding bar that supports the medals' weight.  Place the holding bar of 

the lowest row of medals centered 1/4 inch above the left breast pocket and parallel to the 

deck.  On female coats without pockets, medals will be placed on the wearer’s left side with 

the lower horizontal holding bar placed approximately 6-1/4 inches down as measured from 

the shoulder seam and centered over the front seam.  The bars measure 4-1/8 inches wide, 

and each row of medals is 3-1/4 inches long from the top of the suspension ribbons to 

bottom of medals, so that bottom of medals dress in a horizontal line.  Multiple rows of 

medals should be grouped with the same number of medals in each row, with the lesser 

number in the top row if necessary.  A maximum of three medals may be worn side by side 
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in a single row with no overlap.  Arrange four or more medals (maximum of five in a single 

row) following the layout in Table 5-3-1.  Overlapping will be proportional and the inboard 

medal will show in full.  Mount the medals so they cover the suspension ribbons of the 

medals below. 

  

  2.  Arrangement.  Arrange medals in order of precedence in rows from top 

down, inboard to outboard, within rows.  Service members possessing more than five 

medals may either wear the five senior medals or all of them. 

  

  3.  Medal of Honor with Large Medals.  When wearing either large or 

miniature medals, wear the Medal of Honor pendant on a suspension ribbon placed around 

the neck.  When wearing this medal with the male and female service dress white coat, 

place the ribbon outside the coat collar.  Place the ribbon between the shirt and coat collar 

with all other coats. 

  

  4.  Polishing Medals.  The wear of anodized, plated, or highly polished medals 

is prohibited except for personnel permanently assigned to the U.S. Navy Ceremonial Guard 

in Washington, D.C. 

  

  5.  Medals with Breast Insignia.  When wearing large medals with breast 

insignia, comply with Section 2 of this Chapter figures 5-3-1, 2, 3-a, 3-b and 4. 

 

 
Figure 5-3-1 Full Dress Blue Male Officer and CPO 

 

 
Figure 5-3-2 Full Dress White Male Officer and CPO (CPOs wear collar insignia) 
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Figure 5-3-3-a Full Dress Blue Female Officer and CPO 

 

 
Figure 5-3-3-b Full Dress White Female Officer and CPO (CPOs wear collar insignia) 

 

 
Figure 5-3-4 Full Dress White or Blue (Jumper) (E1-E6) 
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42.  Chapter 5, Section 3, Awards, Miniature Medals, Article 5315. 

 
Deleted: 
 

5315.  MINIATURE MEDALS 

  1.  Manner of Wear.  Wear miniature medals with all formal dress uniforms 

and dinner dress uniforms.  Each row of miniatures is 2-1/4 inches long, from top of the 

suspension ribbons to bottom of medals, so the bottom of medals dress in a horizontal 

line.  Position medals so they cover the suspension ribbons of the medals in the rows below. 

   a.  Males.  On formal and dinner dress jackets, place the holding bar of 

the lowest row of miniature medals 3 inches below the notch, centered on the lapel, parallel 

to the deck, figure 5-3-5.  On blue and white service coats, center the holding bar 1/4 inch 

above the left breast pocket parallel to the deck, figures 5-3-6 and 5-3-7. 

   b.  Females.  On formal dress or dinner dress jackets, place the 

holding bar in the same relative position as on the men's dinner dress jackets, down 1/3 the 

distance between the shoulder seam and coat hem, figure 5-3-8.  On blue and white coats, 

center the holding bar 1/4 inch above the left pocket flap parallel to the deck, figure 5-3-

9.  On the female Service Dress White (Choker) Coat, miniature medals will be placed on 

the wearer’s left side with the holding bar of the lowest row of miniature medals placed 

approximately 6-1/4 inches down from the bottom intersection of the front seam and 

shoulder seam and centered over the front seam. 

   c.  E1-E6 Jumper Uniforms.  On jumper uniforms, men and women 

place the holding bar of the lowest row of miniature medals 1/4 inch above the pocket 

parallel to the deck, figure 5-3-10. 

  2.  Arrangement.  Wear up to five miniature medals in a row with no 

overlap.  Arrange six or more miniature medals following the layout in Table 5-3-1.  Arrange 

medals in order of precedence in rows from top down, inboard to outboard, within 

rows.  Service members possessing five or more medals may either wear the five senior 

medals or all of them.  On the dinner dress jacket, center up to three miniature medals on 

the lapel.  Position four or more miniatures starting at the inner edge of the lapel extending 

beyond the lapel on to the body of the jacket. 

  3.  Medal of Honor with Miniature Medals.  When wearing miniature medals, 

wear the Medal of Honor as described in article 5314.3. 

  4.  Polishing Medals.  The wear of anodized, plated, or highly polished medals 

is prohibited except for personnel permanently assigned to the U.S. Navy Ceremonial Guard 

in Washington, D.C. 

  5.  Miniature Medals with Breast Insignia.  When wearing miniature medals 

with breast insignia, comply with Chapter 5, Section 2.  
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Added: 
 

5315.  MINIATURE MEDALS 

  1.  Manner of Wear.  Wear miniature medals with all formal dress uniforms 

and dinner dress uniforms.  Each row of miniatures is 2-1/4 inches long, from top of the 

suspension ribbons to bottom of medals, so the bottom of medals dress in a horizontal 

line.  Position medals so they cover the suspension ribbons of the medals in the rows below. 

   a.  Males.  On formal and dinner dress jackets, place the holding bar of 

the lowest row of miniature medals 3 inches below the notch, centered on the lapel, parallel 

to the deck, figure 5-3-5.  On blue and white service coats, center the lower horizontal hold-

ing bar 1/4 inch above the left breast pocket parallel to the deck, figures 5-3-6 and 5-3-7. 

 

Figure 5-3-5 Dinner Dress Jacket (Male) 

 

 

Figure 5-3-6 Dinner Dress Blue Male Officer and CPO 
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Figure 5-3-7 Dinner Dress White Male Officer and CPO (CPOs wear collar insignia) 

 

   b.  Females.  On formal dress or dinner dress jackets, place the 

holding bar of the lowest row of miniature medals in the same relative position as on the 

men's dinner dress jackets, down 1/3 the distance between the shoulder seam and coat 

hem, figure 5-3-8.  On the female Service Dress Blue coat, center the holding bar of the 

lowest row of miniature medals 1/4 inch above the left pocket flap parallel to the deck, 

figure 5-3-9-a.  On the female Service Dress White (Choker) Coat, miniature medals will be 

placed on the wearer’s left side with the holding bar of the lowest row of miniature medals 

placed approximately 6-1/4 inches down from the bottom intersection of the front seam and 

shoulder seam and centered over the front seam, figure 5-3-9-b. 

 

Figure 5-3-8 Dinner Dress White and Blue Jacket (Female) 
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Figure 5-3-9-a Dinner Dress Blue Female Officer and CPO 

 

Figure 5-3-9-b Dinner Dress White Female Officer and CPO (CPOs wear collar insignia) 

 

   c.  E1-E6 Jumper Uniforms.  On jumper uniforms, men and women 

place the holding bar of the lowest row of miniature medals 1/4 inch above the pocket 

parallel to the deck, figure 5-3-10. 

 

Figure 5-3-10 J Dinner Dress Blue and White (Jumper) (E1-E6) 



U.S. Navy Uniform Regulations 
Summary of Changes (23 August 2021) 

 

87 
 

  2.  Arrangement.  Wear up to five miniature medals in a row with no 

overlap.  Arrange six or more miniature medals following the layout in Table 5-3-1.  Arrange 

medals in order of precedence in rows from top down, inboard to outboard, within 

rows.  Service members possessing five or more medals may either wear the five senior 

medals or all of them.  On the dinner dress jacket, center up to three miniature medals on 

the lapel.  Position four or more miniatures starting at the inner edge of the lapel extending 

beyond the lapel on to the body of the jacket. 

  3.  Medal of Honor with Miniature Medals.  When wearing miniature medals, 

wear the Medal of Honor as described in article 5314.3. 

  4.  Polishing Medals.  The wear of anodized, plated, or highly polished medals 

is prohibited except for personnel permanently assigned to the U.S. Navy Ceremonial Guard 

in Washington, D.C. 

  5.  Miniature Medals with Breast Insignia.  When wearing miniature medals 

with breast insignia, comply with Chapter 5, Section 2.  
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43.  Chapter 5, Section 3, Awards, Figure 5-3-1 through 5-3-10 
 

***The figures below have been replaced with new illustrations and new figure 

numbers in accordance with this SOC*** 

 

Deleted:  

 

WEARING OF LARGE MEDALS 
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WEARING OF MINIATURE MEDALS 

 

 

LOCATION OF RIBBON ATTACHMENTS 

 


