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M LPERSMAN 1050- 130
EMERGENCY LEAVE
Responsi bl e | CNO (N13) Phone: DSN 225- 3322
Ofice CoMm (703) 695-3322
FAX 225- 3311
Gover ni ng OPNAVI NST 4650. 15
Directives Joi nt Federal Travel Regul ations (JFTR),
Vol ume 1, Chapter 7
DCOD Directive 1327.5 of 24 Sept 85

1. Policy. Energency |eave should be granted whenever the

ci rcunst ances warrant, based on the judgnent of the commandi ng
officer and the desire of the nenber. The determ nation of

whi ch eligible dependents, if any, will travel on funded
energency | eave shall be the nenber’s (as defined in OPNAVI NST
4650. 15 and JFTR, Volune |, Chapter 7). Funding availability is
not criteria for making a determnation. Since nost famly
energencies are highly tine-dependent, swift and sensitive
action on energency | eave requests is essential.

2. Alternatives to Extended Energency Leave. Prior to granting
ext ended energency | eave invol ving excess | eave, consideration
shall be given to the possibility of a request for either

a. a humanitarian duty assignnent, or

b. a hardship di scharge.

3. Verifying that Enmergency Exists. Navy policy does not
require the use of the American Red Cross to verify al
energency | eave situations; however, when the | eave-granting
authority is uncertain of the validity of an energency
situation, verification assistance should be requested.
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4. Wiomto Contact for Assistance

a. The commandi ng officer or the nenber concerned should
request the assistance of the

(1) home port contact officer for depl oyed nenbers;

(2) the mlitary installation nearest the | ocation of
t he emergency; or, if necessary,

(3) the American Red Cross

to obtain additional information desired concerning the urgency
or necessity of the menber’s presence.

b. Dependents shoul d be encouraged to request assistance in
energency situations fromthe

(1) Anerican Red Cross,
(2) menber’s home port contact officer, or

(3) the nearest Navy or other mlitary activity.

5. Conditions for Ganti ng Energency Leave. Energency |eave is
authorized in the circunstances set forth bel ow and normal |y
will be granted provided the mlitary situation permts as
determ ned by the fleet, force, or area commander concerned when
t he exi stence of an energency has been determ ned by letter,

tel egram or tel ephone call fromthe

famly menber,

m ni st er,

attendi ng physician, or

other interested party

to the nenmber’s command or to the nenber concer ned.
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6. Definition of Energency C rcunstances. The energency
ci rcunst ances needed for granting energency |eave are defined as
fol | ows:

a. Contribution to Wlfare of a Dying Menber. Wen the
return of the service nmenber will contribute to the welfare of a
dyi ng nmenber of the service nenber’s or spouse’s i medi ate
famly.

(1) Definition of “Inmediate Famly.” The Service-
menber's or spouse’s “imrediate famly” is defined to consist of
the foll ow ng nenbers

f at her,

not her,

person standing in |oco parentis,

spouse,

chil dren,

br ot her,

sister, or

only living rel ative.

(2) Definition of “In Loco Parentis.” “In |oco
parentis” is defined by DOD Directive 1327.5 as a person who
stood in place of a parent to the service nenber 24 hours a day
for a period of at |least 5 years before the service nenber
becanme 21 years old or entered mlitary service.

b. Death. Upon the death of a nenber of the service
menber’ s or spouse’s immediate famly.

c. Accident or Serious Illness. Wen an accident to, or
serious illness of, a nmenber of a service nmenber’s or spouse’s
i mediate famly results in a serious famly problem and inposes
i nportant responsibilities on the nenber which nust be net
i mredi atel y, and whi ch cannot be acconplished fromthe nmenber’s
duty station or by any other individual or neans.

d. Severe and Unusual Hardship. Wen failure of the
service nenber to return hone would create a severe and unusual
hardship on either the nenber or the nmenber’s famly.
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7. Menbers with Infectious or Contagi ous D sease. Personnel
undergoi ng treatnent for an infectious or contagi ous di sease
shall only be granted | eave for enmergency reasons and then only
when supported by a statenment froma nedical officer that the

| eave wi Il not jeopardize the public health.
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