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M LPERSMVAN 1520- 040

SURFACE WARFARE OFFI CER ( SWO) DePARTMVENT HEAD
SCREENI NG AND TRAI NI NG

Responsi bl e | NAVPERSCOM Phone: DSN 882- 3913
Ofice (PERS- 41) COM| (901) 874-3913
FAX 882- 2687

Ref erences |[(a) OPNAVI NST 1412.2H
(b) SECNAVI NST 5510. 30B

1. Consideration, Screening Board Assenbly, Petitions, and
Descr eeni ng

a. A Surface Warfare Departnent Head Screeni ng Board
convened by Conmander, Navy Personnel Command ( COWAVPERSCOV)
W Il select those officers considered best and fully qualified
to assune Departnent Head responsibilities and attend the
Depart ment Head Course. To qualify for the screening process,
of fi cers must

(1) be designated Surface Warfare O ficer (SWO) per
reference (a) (to include Limted Duty Oficers (LDGs) in
certain designators as specified in the screening board
precept),

(2) be selected for or serving in the grade of
I i eut enant,

(3) be recommended in witing for Departnent Head Afl oat
or a higher career mlestone by an afl oat commandi ng officer
(CO on their afloat fitness reports, and

(4) possess the prerequisite clearance to serve as an
Unrestricted Line (URL) Oficer, as defined in reference (b).

b. The screening board will convene annually in Septenber.
The board will be conprised of at |east three current or post
Afl oat Maj or Conmand Surface Warfare Captains, the senior of
whom serves as seni or nenber and president, and at |east six
captains or commanders who have successfully conpleted or are
serving in their Commander Sea Conmmands.
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c. Oficers eligible for Departnent Head screening will be
consi dered over a 4-year period, beginning at 3 years of
conmi ssioned service. Oficers not selected during this period,
or those officers whose screening status was previously renoved,
may petition the board for additional |ooks. The decision to
accept any such petitions will be left to the discretion of the
Presi dent, Departnent Head Screening Board as defined in the
board precept.

d. Departnent Head Screening Boards will review the records
of those officers who have previously screened but have not yet
executed orders to the Departnent Head Course to ensure no
decline in performance subsequent to original screening.

O ficers descreened as a result of the screening board review
will be notified by letter, signed by Navy Personnel Comrmand
(NAVPERSCOV), Director, SWO Assignnments (PERS-41).

2. Acceptance

a. SWOs screened for Departnent Head Afloat will be placed
in the Departnment Head bank and ordered to Departnent Head
School wunder current distribution policies and availability.

b. LDGCs screened for Departnment Head Afloat will be placed
in the Departnent Head bank and will be assigned to Depart nent
Head Surface Ship billets under current distribution policies
and availability.

c. Oficers ordered to the SWO Departnent Head Course wi ||
not be issued permanent change of station (PCS) orders to duty
under instruction. Upon successful conpletion of the course,
officers will be assigned to Departnent Head Surface Ship
billets under current distribution policies and availability.

d. Oficers under orders to the SWO Departnent Head Course
wi Il not be considered eligible for transfer to another URL
Restricted Line (RL), or Staff community unless their latera
transfer package was submtted prior to recei pt of orders.
Execution of orders to Departnent Head School obligates officers
to serve on active duty through conpletion of Departnent Head
School training for a period of 2 years follow ng graduati on.
This requirement will run concurrently with any other service
obl i gati ons.
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e. To ensure proper career progression, every effort wll
be made to afford SWOs the opportunity to conplete a post
di vision officer shore tour and return to sea as a Surface
Warfare Departnent Head prior to being in the pronotion zone for
selection to lieutenant commander. \Were this is not the case,
Director, NAVPERSCOM (PERS-41) will determne eligibility of an
officer to attend the SWO Departnent Head Course.

3. Purpose and Course Restrictions. The SWO Departnent Head
Cour se conducted at SWO School Command, Newport, RI, provides
training in all phases of surface warfare and prepares officers
to assune departnent head responsibilities in surface ships.
The course is approximtely 6 nmonths in duration and convenes

5 times per year. (Cass sizeis limted to 60 SWos. Only

SW3s (111X) who have denonstrated

a. exceptional ability,

b. adaptability,

c. substantial professional grow h,
d. clear potential, and

have been screened for Surface Warfare Departnent Head Afl oat
are selected as students.
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