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1.  Basic Allowance for Subsistence (BAS) for Enlisted Members 
in a Sea Duty Status.  Service members assigned to sea duty, as 
defined in reference (a), chapter 25, are entitled to BAS but 
are subject to mandatory pay account collection, per references 
(a) and (b).  Refer to MILPERSMAN 1746-020 and  
MILPERSMAN 1746-030 for procedures when Service members are 
performing temporary duty ashore. 
 
2.  Mess Membership of Chief Petty Officers (CPO).  Every CPO, 
which includes Service members in the pay grades of E-7 through 
E-9, attached to or embarked on a ship with a separate CPO mess 
must belong to that mess, unless the CPO is assigned duty in 
another mess and subsists there. 
 
3.  Messing for Ships in Maintenance Availabilities 
 
    a.  Per reference (c), it is the responsibility of the fleet 
commander and commanding officer (CO) to plan for and provide 
adequate messing when shipboard facilities are expected to 
become unusable or uninhabitable.  This pertains to all private 
and public shipyard availabilities. 
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    b.  If the shipboard messing facility is unavailable, fleet 
commanders and COs must make all efforts possible to procure a 
duty crew barge galley.  If during the maintenance period, 
maintenance is conducted in proximity to a galley facility 
ashore, the CO may direct utilization of the galley facility 
ashore, in lieu of procuring a duty crew barge galley.  A CO 
should only direct utilization of the galley facility ashore if 
the command is reasonably able to accommodate Sailors utilizing 
the shore galley during working hours or procure meals from the 
galley to distribute onboard. 
 
    c.  Enlisted Sailors who reside in unaccompanied housing 
facilities that are not located in proximity to their assigned 
ships (during maintenance availability) may receive BAS without 
mandatory pay account collection.  Any member meeting these 
conditions, and in receipt of BAS, must pay the standard meal 
rate for any meals consumed at a Government mess. 
 
    d.  If it is impossible to provide messing to the crew, the 
crew will retain their BAS and not be subject to mandatory pay 
account collection.  Not providing messing will be implemented 
only as a last resort, as this is a significant quality of life 
issue. 
 
4.  Requests to Mess Separately.  Procedures for requesting and 
authorizing a member to mess separately (RATSSEP) are outlined 
in MILPERSMAN 1746-020.  RATSSEP has impacts on Military 
Personnel, Navy budgeting based on the size of the unprogrammed 
expenditures.  
 
5.  BAS II.  The process for requesting BAS II is outlined in 
MILPERSMAN 7220-182.  Failure to provide adequate messing during 
maintenance availability does not guarantee approval of BAS II.  
BAS II will only be approved as a last resort. 
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