
 
 

 

 

 
 

  

  

  

    

  

  

   
 

  
 

   

  

HISTORY 
In 1985, Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) Special Agent Enrique “Kiki” Camarena was 
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brutally murdered by drug traffickers he was investigating in Mexico, leaving behind a wife 
and three children. To honor his sacrifice, Congressman Duncan Hunter and Kiki’s high school 
friend Henry Loranzo created “Camarena Clubs” in Kiki’s hometown of Calexico, California. 
Club members wore red ribbons to show their commitment to a drug-free life. Red Ribbon Week 
was formalized in 1988 and each year thereafter, from October 23-31, young people and adults 
have worn red ribbons, participated in anti-drug events, and pledged to live drug-free lives. 

why is this 

important? 

Want to know more? 

Learn about the destructive impacts of 
drug misuse 

Educate others through sharing 
information, hosting drug awareness 
events, and creating anti-drug posters, 
fact sheets, or PSAs 

Decorate with red and wear red to raise 
awareness and support the campaign 

Take the pledge to live and promote a 
healthy, drug-free lifestyle 

Boy and Girl Scouts can earn a Red Ribbon 
patch from the DEA by participating 
in drug prevention education sessions, 
coordinating a Red Ribbon Week activity, 
and taking the DEA Drug Free Pledge 

The opioid epidemic claims the lives of 
more than 100 Americans per day, and 
the death toll has increased significantly 
since 2019 

Children are less likely to use drugs 
and alcohol when parents and role 
models are clear and consistent in their 
opposition to drug use and the misuse 
of prescription drugs 

Prevention programs for youth save 
communities money in the future 
by reducing medical, criminal, and 
productivity costs 
Adolescents who avoid drugs are likely 
to become adults who avoid drugs and 
set good examples for their own children; 
prevention programs, thus, have far-
reaching value 

Now, more than ever, prevention 
campaigns are needed to highlight the 
dangers of drug use. 

OCTOBER 23-31 

ways to observe 

VISIT THE 

For more information or if you have any questions about PREVENTION 
Red Ribbon Week, visit our webpage or contact OPNAV N173 TOOLKIT 
at Mill_N17_DDD@navy.mil. 

https://www.mynavyhr.navy.mil/Support-Services/Culture-Resilience/Drug-Alcohol-Deterrence/
mailto:Mill_N17_DDD%40navy.mil?subject=
https://www.mynavyhr.navy.mil/Support-Services/Culture-Resilience/Drug-Alcohol-Deterrence/Publications-Resources/Prevention-Toolkit/
https://www.redribbon.org/activities/educators
https://www.redribbon.org/pledge



